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A child without kneecaps

Question

A 5-year-old boy was referred to the orthopaedic department for

genu valgum. During the physical examination, kneecaps could

not be seen or palpated bilaterally (Fig. 1). No other clinical abnor-

malities were found, except for the presence of hypoplastic nails on

both thumbs (Fig. 2). In the suspect of nail-patella syndrome

(NPS), a pelvic X-ray was performed (Fig. 3). What is the typical

finding associated with this condition? (Answer on page 552)
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Fig 1 Patient’s knees with non-palpable kneecaps.

Fig 2 Hypoplastic thumbnail.

Fig 3 Iliac horns on pelvic X-ray.
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