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A search is described for the production of a pair of bottom-type vectorlike quarks (B VLQs) with mass
greater than 1000 GeV. Each B VLQ decays into a b quark and a Higgs boson, a b quark and a Z boson, or a
t quark and a W boson. This analysis considers both fully hadronic final states and those containing a
charged lepton pair from a Z boson decay. The products of the H — bb boson decay and of the hadronic Z
or W boson decays can be resolved as two distinct jets or merged into a single jet, so the final states are
classified by the number of reconstructed jets. The analysis uses data corresponding to an integrated
luminosity of 138 fb~! collected in proton-proton collisions at /s = 13 TeV with the CMS detector at the
LHC from 2016 to 2018. No excess over the expected background is observed. Lower limits are set on the
B VLQ mass at the 95% confidence level. These depend on the B VLQ branching fractions and are 1570
and 1540 GeV for 100% B — bH and 100% B — bZ, respectively. In most cases, the mass limits obtained

exceed previous limits by at least 100 GeV.
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I. INTRODUCTION

A puzzle in elementary particle physics is the fact that
the electroweak scale is so much lower than the Planck
scale, which is connected to the stability of the Higgs boson
(H) mass, mg [1]. In the standard model (SM), the Higgs
boson is a fundamental particle, first observed by the
ATLAS and CMS Collaborations in 2012 [2-4] at the
CERN LHC. In contrast to the leptons, quarks, and vector
gauge bosons of the SM, the SM Higgs boson is a
fundamental scalar particle with higher-order contributions
to its mass due to vacuum fluctuations that diverge
quadratically with the length scale. This results in my
being driven to the cutoff value of these fluctuations. If
there is no new physics below the Planck scale, this cutoff
value would be about 10! GeV, which predicts my to be
many orders of magnitude greater than the observed value
of 125 GeV [5,6].

Several theories have been proposed to solve this
problem, including supersymmetry [7,8], composite-
Higgs models [9,10] (where the Higgs boson is made up
of smaller constituents bound by a new type of gauge
interaction), and little-Higgs models [11,12] (where the
Higgs boson is a pseudo-Nambu—Goldstone boson arising
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from spontaneous breaking of a global symmetry at the
TeV energy scale). In the composite-Higgs case, the mass
divergence does not arise since the UV cutoff is the scale set
by the composite size, while, in the case of little-Higgs
models, the Higgs boson is “naturally” light because of
the collective breaking of the global symmetry via two
couplings [13].

In both the composite- and little-Higgs models, a new
type of particle arises [14]: a vectorlike fermion that
couples to the weak gauge bosons through purely vector
current couplings. The strongly interacting vectorlike
fermions are referred to as vectorlike quarks (VLQs).
Unlike heavy fourth-generation sequential chiral quarks,
these are not excluded by the measured H production cross
section [15,16] because the nonchirality of the VLQs
allows for gauge-invariant mass terms in the Lagrangian
and thus does not require Yukawa couplings.

There are four types of VLQs with renormalizable
couplings to SM quarks. These are defined by their
electrical charge: —1/3 (B), +2/3 (T), +5/3 (X), or
—4/3 (Y) [17]. The B VLQ mixes with the chiral down-
type quarks, and similarly, the 7 VLQ mixes with the chiral
up-type quarks. Precision measurements that constrain
additional couplings of the first- and second-generation
SM quarks [18-20] indicate that the primary couplings
of the T and B VLQs are to third-generation SM quarks.
The values of the 7 and B VLQ branching fractions are
determined by unknown parameters in the theory: the VLQ
multiplet configuration, the VLQ mass, and the coupling of
the VLQ to chiral quarks [21]. The possible decays of the B
VLQare B - bH,B — bZ, and B — tW, so the branching
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fractions of these three modes sum to 100%. In 7B doublet
models, the branching fractions B(B — bH) and B(B —
bZ) are approximately equal with values determined by the
relative mixing of the 7" and B VLQs with SM quarks [17].
They range from 50% each for the case of no 7t mixing to
0% each for the case of no Bb mixing. In XTB triplet
models, B(B — bZ) and B(B — bH) are each approxi-
mately 50% for B VLQ masses above 2 TeV, while in TBY
triplet models and B singlet models B(B — bZ) and
B(B — bH), they are each approximately 25% for B
VLQ masses above 2 TeV. In this analysis, lower limits
on the B VLQ mass are presented over the full range of
branching fractions.

Previously, the best B mass limits from the CMS
Collaboration for pair-produced B VLQs [22] were
obtained by analyzing events with fully hadronic final
states using data from proton-proton (pp) collisions at
\/s = 13 TeV, corresponding to an integrated luminosity
of 137 fb~!. In that analysis, B masses were excluded at
95% confidence level (CL) up to 1570, 1390, and
1450 GeV in the 100% B — bH, 100% B — bZ, and
TB doublet with no Tt mixing (50% B — bH and 50%
B — bZ) models, respectively. The best B mass limits from
the ATLAS Collaboration in pair-produced B events using
pp collisions at /s = 13 TeV at 95% CL are 1030 GeV
(based on 36.1 tb™") for the 100% B — bH case [23] and
1420 and 1320 GeV (based on 136 fb~!) [24] for the 100%
B — bZ and TB doublet with no 7Tt mixing models,
respectively.

The analysis presented here combines the fully hadronic
and leptonic categories and improves upon the previous
CMS analysis in two ways. First, the fully hadronic
category is extended by including two additional modes
in which one of the VLQs in an event decays to ¢t and W so
that, in addition to the bHbH, bHbZ, and bZbZ decay
modes considered in [22], the bHtW and bZtW decay
modes are also included. Second, dileptonic events in
which a Z boson in either the bHbZ or bZbZ mode
decays to a pair of opposite-sign electrons or muons
are included. Because the dileptonic branching fraction
of the Z boson is an order of magnitude smaller than its
hadronic branching fraction, the number of events in these
channels is significantly less than in the fully hadronic
ones. However, this is offset by the substantially lower
background in these channels and results in significantly
improved sensitivity to events in which a VLQ decays to
bZ, leading to improved sensitivity for large 5(B — bZ).

II. ANALYSIS OVERVIEW

In this analysis, we search for events featuring the
production of a pair of bottom-type VLQs, B, with
mass greater than 1000 GeV, in data collected with the
CMS detector from pp collisions at /s = 13 TeV at the
LHC in 2016-2018, corresponding to an integrated

luminosity of 138 fb~! [25-27]. We consider three possible
decays of the B: a b quark and a Higgs boson (B — bH), a
b quark and a Z boson (B — bZ), and a t quark and a W
boson (B — tW). Events are classified into different
channels depending on three properties. The first is whether
the event falls into the “fully hadronic” category, in which
all of the bosons in an event decay into hadronic jets, or the
“leptonic” category, where an event contains a B — bZ
decay in which the Z boson decays into a pair of leptons,
either electrons (ee) or muons (up). Since an essential
element of the analysis is the categorization of events based
on their kinematical reconstruction, events with leptonic
W boson decays are not considered. Figures 1 and 2 show
the representative Feynman diagrams for the different
decay modes in the fully hadronic and leptonic categories,
respectively.

The second property determining the event classification
is the reconstructed decay mode, which is determined by
the decays of the two B VLQs. The leptonic category
includes only bHbZ and bZbZ decay modes (i.e., events
with one B — bH and one B — bZ decay, and events with
two B — bZ decays, respectively), while the fully hadronic
category includes, in addition, bPHbH, bHtW, and bZtW
decay modes. The tWtW mode is not considered since its
high jet multiplicity results in a large number of possible jet
combinations.

The third property determining the event classification is
the number of reconstructed jets. Because the bosons
produced in the B VLQ decay often have a significant
Lorentz boost, the two jets produced in the hadronic decay
of a W, Z, or Higgs boson can merge and be reconstructed
as a single merged jet. In the tW case, the  quark decay into
bW can produce three jets (one from the b quark and two
from the W boson), two jets (one from the b quark and a
merged jet from the W boson), or one fully merged jet. As a
result, the final state can have a different jet multiplicity,
depending on the number of merged jets. In the leptonic
category, we also include events where an additional jet is
produced from initial- or final-state radiation (ISR or FSR).
Events containing ISR and FSR are not included in the
hadronic category due to the large number of possible jet
combinations resulting from the higher jet multiplicities.

The reconstruction of events and assignment of jets to
parent particles is performed using a modified y* metric,
224> Which uses as input the mass differences between the
two reconstructed bosons and the Higgs, Z, or W boson,
normalized by their resolutions, and the fractional mass
difference of the two reconstructed VLQs. The value of
22.q/ndf, where ndf is the number of degrees of freedom,
is calculated for each possible reconstructed decay mode
and jet assignment, and the mode with the lowest value is
selected as the reconstructed mode. Thus, each event is
assigned to exactly one reconstructed mode. In the leptonic
case, the y2 ,/ndf value is also used to identify extra jets
that are likely to be from ISR and FSR.
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FIG. 1.

Feynman diagrams for the pair production of bottom-type VLQs that decay into a b or t quark or antiquark and either a Higgs,

Z, or W boson with fully hadronic final states. Upper row: bHbH and bHbZ; middle row: bZbZ and bHtW; lower row: bZtW. Modes
with decays to tWtW (not shown) are also possible but not considered in this analysis. The B and B can be exchanged in the decays.

The signature in the leptonic category consists of three or
four final-state jets and a pair of oppositely charged, same-
flavor electrons or muons with an invariant mass consistent
with the Z boson mass. In the fully hadronic category, the
signature consists of four, five, or six final-state jets. Table I
summarizes the final event classification, showing the set of
“channels” defined by the event category, decay mode, and
jet multiplicity.

The main background in the leptonic category consists of
Drell-Yan (DY) dilepton production in association with
jets, while in the fully hadronic category, the background is

predominantly from SM events composed uniquely of jets
produced through the strong interaction, referred to as
quantum chromodynamics (QCD) multijet events.

The 2, requirement also aids in separating potential
signal events from background by ensuring that the jets are
kinematically consistent with production from a Higgs, Z,
or W boson and that the reconstructed VLQs have masses
consistent with each other. Further signal separation is
achieved by requiring that some of the jets are tagged as
originating from b quarks, either using tagging of individ-
ual jets or tagging of bb pairs in merged jets from H — bb
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FIG. 2. Feynman diagrams of the pair production of bottom-
type VLQ quarks that decay into a b quark or antiquark and either
a Higgs or Z boson with a dilepton final state: bHbZ mode
(upper) and bZbhZ mode (lower). The B and B can be exchanged
in the decays.

decays. In addition, in the dileptonic case, the two leptons
are also required to be kinematically consistent with the
decay of a Z boson.

III. CMS DETECTOR

The central feature of the CMS apparatus is a super-
conducting solenoid of 6 m internal diameter, providing a
magnetic field of 3.8 T. Within the solenoid volume are a
silicon pixel and strip tracker, a lead tungstate crystal
electromagnetic calorimeter (ECAL), and a brass and

TABLE I. Summary of channels considered for each category
and jet multiplicity. Although events with a jet from ISR or FSR
are included in the leptonic category, for these events the extra jet
is not included in the categorization of the jet multiplicity of the
event.

Jet Leptonic

multiplicity category Fully hadronic category

3 bHbZ, bZbZ

4 bHbZ, bZbZ bHbH, bHbZ, bZbZ

5 bHbH, bHbZ, bZbZ, bHtW,
bZtwW

6 bHbH, bHbZ, bZbZ, bHIW,
bZtW

scintillator hadron calorimeter (HCAL), each composed
of a barrel and two end-cap sections. Forward calorimeters
extend the pseudorapidity () coverage provided by the
barrel and end-cap detectors. Muons are measured in
gaseous detectors embedded in the steel flux-return yoke
outside the solenoid.

The ECAL consists of 75 848 lead tungstate crystals,
which provide coverage in || < 1.48 in a barrel region and
1.48 < || < 3.0 in two end-cap regions. In the region
In| < 1.74, the HCAL cells have widths of 0.087 in # and
0.087 in azimuth (¢). For || < 1.48, the HCAL cells map
in the #-¢ plane onto 5 x 5 arrays of ECAL crystals to form
calorimeter towers projecting radially outwards from close
to the nominal interaction point. For || > 1.74, the cover-
age of the towers increases progressively to a maximum of
0.174 in An and A¢. Within each tower, the energy deposits
in ECAL and HCAL cells are summed to define the
calorimeter tower energies, which are subsequently used
to provide the energies and directions of hadronic jets.
When combining information from the entire detector, the
jet energy resolution typically amounts to 15%-20% at
30 GeV, 10% at 100 GeV, and 5% at 1 TeV. The electron
momentum is estimated by combining the energy meas-
urement in the ECAL with the momentum measurement in
the tracker. The momentum resolution for electrons with
pr~45 GeV from Z — ee decays ranges from 1.6% to
5%. It is generally better in the barrel region than in the end
caps and also depends on the bremsstrahlung energy
emitted by the electron as it traverses the material in front
of the ECAL [28,29].

Muons are measured in the pseudorapidity range
|n| < 2.4, with detection planes made using three tech-
nologies: drift tubes, cathode strip chambers, and resistive-
plate chambers. The single muon trigger efficiency exceeds
90% over the full 5 range, and the efficiency to reconstruct
and identify muons is greater than 96%. Matching muons to
tracks measured in the silicon tracker results in a relative
transverse momentum (pr) resolution, for muons with pr
up to 100 GeV, of 1% in the barrel and 3% in the end caps.
The pr resolution in the barrel is better than 7% for muons
with p up to 1 TeV [30].

Events of interest are selected using a two-tiered trigger
system. The first level, composed of custom hardware
processors, uses information from the calorimeters and
muon detectors to select events at a rate of around 100 kHz
within a fixed latency of about 4 ps [31]. The second level,
known as the high-level trigger, consists of a farm of
processors running a version of the full event reconstruction
software optimized for fast processing, and it reduces the
event rate to around 1 kHz before data storage [32].

A more detailed description of the CMS detector,
together with a definition of the coordinate system used
and the relevant kinematic variables, can be found in
Ref. [33].
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IV. DATA AND SIMULATED EVENTS

Signal events with pair production of VLQs were
simulated using the Monte Carlo generator MADGRAPHS_

aMC@NLO [34]. For samples corresponding to 2016 data,
version v2.3.3 was used with NNPDF3.0 next-to-leading
order (NLO) parton distribution functions (PDFs) [35]; for
samples corresponding to 2017-2018 data, v2.4.2 was used
with NNPDF3.1 next-to-NLO PDFs [36]. The generated
VLQ masses mp cover the range 1000-1800 GeV in steps
of 100 GeV. Hadronization of the underlying partons was
simulated using PYTHIA v8.212 [37] with the CUETP8M1
tune [38] for samples corresponding to 2016 data, and with
the CP5 tune [39] for samples corresponding to 2017 and
2018 data. Corrections to the cross sections to next-to-NLO
and next-to-next-to-leading logarithmic soft-gluon resum-
mation were obtained using ToOP++ 2.0 [40—42] with the
MSTW2008NNLO68CL PDF set from the LHAPDF 5.9.0
library [43-45].

Although the background estimate is derived purely
from data, simulated background samples are used for
cross-checks of the data distributions. The background
processes considered include DY + jets, QCD multijet,
W + jets, Z + jets, and 7 + jets. The DY + jets process is
simulated with MADGRAPH5_aMC@NLO v2.6.0 at NLO,
using the FxFx prescription [46] for jet merging, while
the other four backgrounds are simulated using
MADGRAPH5_aMC@NLO v2.4.2 at leading order with the
MLM prescription [47] for jet merging. The hadronization
is simulated in the same way as for the signal samples.

In order to simulate the effect of additional pp inter-
actions within the same or nearby bunch crossings
(“pileup”), PYTHIA v8.226 with a total inelastic pp cross
section of 69.2 mb [48] was used to simulate minimum bias
events to overlay on the hard scattering process. Following
event generation, the GEANT4 package [49,50] was used
to simulate the CMS detector response. Scale factors
corresponding to jet energy corrections, jet energy reso-
Iutions [51], QCD renormalization and factorization scales,
pileup, and jet tagging [52,53] were applied to the
simulated signal events so that the corresponding distribu-
tions would agree with those in the data.

V. LEPTON AND JET RECONSTRUCTION
AND JET TAGGING

The particle-flow algorithm [54] aims to reconstruct and
identify each individual particle in an event, with an
optimized combination of information from the various
elements of the CMS detector. The primary vertex is taken
to be the vertex corresponding to the hardest scattering in
the event, evaluated using tracking information alone, as
described in Sec. 9.4.1 of Ref. [55]. The energy of photons
is obtained from the ECAL measurement. The energy of
electrons is determined from a combination of the electron
momentum from the track, the energy of the corresponding

ECAL cluster, and the energy sum of all bremsstrahlung
photons spatially compatible with originating from the
electron track. The energy of muons is obtained from the
curvature of the corresponding track. The energy of
charged hadrons is determined from a combination of their
momentum measured in the tracker and the matching
ECAL and HCAL energy deposits, corrected for the
response function of the calorimeters to hadronic showers.
Finally, the energy of neutral hadrons is obtained from the
corresponding corrected ECAL and HCAL energies.

For each event, hadronic jets are clustered from these
reconstructed particles using the infrared and collinear safe
anti-kt algorithm via FASTIET [56,57]. To account for the
difference between merged and resolved jets, two separate
clusterings are performed on the input particles, one using
a distance parameter of 0.4 (“AK4 jets”) and the other using
a distance parameter of 0.8 (“AKS jets”). Jet momentum is
determined as the vectorial sum of all particle momenta in
the jet, and from simulation it is found to be, on average,
within 5% to 10% of the true momentum over the entire py
spectrum and detector acceptance. Pileup can contribute
additional tracks and calorimetric energy depositions to the
jet momentum. The pileup-per-particle identification algo-
rithm (PUPPI) [58,59] is used to mitigate the effect of pileup
at the reconstructed-particle level, making use of local shape
information, event pileup properties, and tracking informa-
tion. A local shape variable is defined, which distinguishes
between collinear and soft diffuse distributions of other
particles surrounding the particle under consideration. The
former is attributed to particles originating from the
hard scatter and the latter to particles originating from
pileup interactions. Charged particles identified to be
originating from pileup vertices are discarded. For each
neutral particle, a local shape variable is computed using the
surrounding charged particles compatible with the primary
vertex within the tracker acceptance (|| < 2.5) and using
both charged and neutral particles in the region outside of
the tracker coverage. The momenta of the neutral particles
are then rescaled according to their probability to originate
from the primary interaction vertex deduced from the local
shape variable, superseding the need for jet-based pileup
corrections [58].

Jet energy corrections are derived from simulation
studies so that the average measured energy of jets becomes
identical to that of particle-level jets. In sifu measurements
of the momentum balance in dijet, photon + jet, Z + jet,
and multijet events are used to account for any residual
differences in the jet energy scale between data and
simulation [51]. Additional selection criteria are applied
to each jet to remove jets potentially dominated by
anomalous contributions from various subdetector compo-
nents or reconstruction failures.

We require AK4 jets to have pr > 50 GeV and AKS jets
to have pr > 200 GeV, with || < 2.4 in both cases. The
event jet multiplicity is determined by the number of AK4
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jets in the event passing these requirements. For the AKS8
jets, a grooming algorithm is applied. In this algorithm, the
constituents of the AKS jets are reclustered using the
Cambridge-Aachen algorithm [60,61]. The “modified mass
drop tagger” algorithm [62,63], also known as the “soft-
drop” (SD) algorithm, with angular exponent f = 0, soft
cutoff threshold z., < 0.1, and characteristic radius R, =
0.8 [64], is applied to remove soft, wide-angle radiation
from the jet. The resulting “soft-drop mass” provides a
more accurate estimate of the mass of the parent Higgs, Z,
or W boson in the case of merged jets and so is used in
these cases.

The final state is expected to contain two b jets from the
decays of the VLQs and may contain additional bb pairs
from H — bb or Z — bb decays. Consequently, identifi-
cation of these b jets provides an effective way to
discriminate signal events from SM background. For
individual jets, the DEEPJET b discriminant [52,53,65] is
applied to AK4 jets to obtain single b tags, while for
merged jets containing bb pairs, an algorithm developed for
H — bb tagging [53] is applied to AKS jets to obtain
double-b tags.

In the leptonic category, electrons or muons are selected
with pr > 50 GeV and || < 2.4. Electrons and muons are
required to pass a loose set of identification requirements,
and muons are additionally required to pass a loose
isolation requirement to reject muons within jets from,
e.g., semileptonic decays of b quarks [28,30]. Studies of the
dileptonic mass distributions in simulation showed that this
additional loose isolation requirement on muons improved
the Z boson purity, while a similar loose isolation require-
ment on electrons was not needed.

VI. EVENT SELECTION, RECONSTRUCTION,
AND CATEGORIZATION

In this section, the selection and categorization of events
is described. This consists of the online selection of events
by selected triggers; the off-line requirements on jets,
leptons, and b-tagged jets; and the reconstruction of the
VLQ candidates and selection of the event category.

A. Online event selection

Events are selected online with the following high-level

trigger requirements:

(i) For the fully hadronic category, the trigger requires
the scalar sum of the measured jet pr values to be
greater than 900 (1050) GeV in the 2016 (2017-
2018) data set.

(i) For leptonic events containing muons, the trigger
requires a muon with pr > 50 GeV. For 2017-2018
data, a trigger that accepts muons with pr >
100 GeV identified from their signature in the
tracker is also used as a backup to the primary
trigger for consistency with other analyses [66].

(iii) For leptonic events containing electrons, a set of
triggers is used to increase the efficiency, selecting
any of the following: an electron passing a tight set
of identification criteria with pp > 27, 35, or
32 GeV in 2016, 2017, or 2018, respectively; an
electron with pr > 115 GeV; a photon with pp >
200 GeV (175 GeV in 2016); a pair of isolated
electrons with pt > 23 (12) GeV for the leading
(subleading) electron; a pair of electrons with
pr > 33 GeV; or a pair of photons with p >
70 GeV (60 GeV in 2016).

The trigger efficiencies are measured using data sets
collected by triggers independent of those used in the
analysis. For the fully hadronic category, the trigger
efficiencies are parametrized by Hr, defined as the scalar
sum of the pr of all off-line AK4 jets satisfying the above
pt and 5 requirements. The efficiency exceeds 99% for
values of Hp greater than 1350 GeV. For the leptonic
category, the trigger efficiencies are parametrized by the
highest pt lepton. Both the electron and muon trigger
efficiencies exceed 98% for values of the highest lepton pt
greater than 50 GeV.

B. Off-line requirements on jets, leptons,
and b-tagged jets

Off-line selection requirements are then applied. For the
leptonic category, the event is required to have at least three
and no more than five AK4 jets with pt > 50 GeV and
|| < 2.4, and to have at least one pair of opposite-sign,
same-flavor leptons with an invariant mass in the range
80 < my, < 102 GeV, consistent with the Z boson mass.
If there are two such pairs each with invariant mass within
the Z boson mass window, the pair with the mass closest to
that of the Z boson is used. For the fully hadronic category,
there must be at least four and no more than six AK4 jets
with pr > 50 GeV and 5| < 2.4, and the event must have
Ht > 1350 GeV. In addition, to ensure orthogonality with
both the leptonic analysis and with other B VLQ searches
using a single lepton, any event with an isolated electron or
muon with pr > 50 GeV, or at least one lepton pair
meeting the criteria for the leptonic category, is rejected.

A requirement is also placed on the minimum number of
jets tagged as originating from a b quark. For the fully
hadronic category, the number of tagged b jets and the
working points (WPs) for the taggers are optimized for
discovery of a 1400 GeV VLQ signal. The WPs used for
the single-b tagger, “loose,” “medium,” and “tight,” cor-
respond to an identification efficiency of approximately
93%, 82%, and 65%, respectively, for b jets with pp >
30 GeV in simulated #7 events, with a probability of 10%,
1%, and 0.1%, respectively, for light-quark (u, d, s) and
gluon jets to be misidentified as b jets [52]. For the bb
tagger, two WPs, “loose” and “medium 2,” are used,
corresponding to an identification efficiency of approxi-
mately 75% and 45%, respectively, with a misidentification

052004-6



SEARCH FOR BOTTOM-TYPE VECTORLIKE QUARK PAIR ...

PHYS. REV. D 110, 052004 (2024)

TABLE II.

Required minimum number of single (V) and double (N ;) b tags, and WPs used for each category,

decay mode, jet multiplicity (;), and number of merged jets (N zxg). The working points are described in the text.
For a given event mode, there can be several jet multiplicities depending on the number of merged jets.

Decay mode N; N aks Min N, b tagger WP Min N,; bb tagger WP
Fully hadronic bPHbH 4 2 2 Medium 1 Loose
Fully hadronic bpHbH 5 1 3 Medium 1 Loose
Fully hadronic bPHbH 6 0 4 Medium .-

Fully hadronic bHbZ 4 2 2 Loose 1 Medium 2
Fully hadronic bHbZ 5 1 3 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bHbZ 6 0 4 Medium .

Fully hadronic bZbZ 4 2 2 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bZbZ 5 1 2 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bZbZ 6 0 2 Tight e e
Fully hadronic bHtW 5 3 2 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bHtW 6 2 3 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bZtW 5 3 2 Medium 0 Loose
Fully hadronic bZtW 6 2 2 Tight 0 Loose
Leptonic bHbZ 3 1 1 Medium

Leptonic bHbZ 4 0 1 Medium

Leptonic bZbZ 3 1 Medium

Leptonic bZbZ 4 0 Medium

probability of 11% and 3%, respectively [53]. For the
leptonic category, the medium WP is used for the single b
tagger in all channels. Table II summarizes the final
requirements.

C. Event reconstruction and categorization

We define a “preselection” sample, which consists of
events that pass all of the selection requirements except for
the b tagging. Before the b-tagging requirements are
applied, the event sample is dominated by SM back-
grounds, primarily QCD multijet and #7 processes, and
any potential contribution from the signal is negligible.
Using the “preselection” events, candidate bosons (Higgs,
Z,or W) and VLQs are reconstructed. A candidate boson is
formed from either two AK4 jets or a single AKS jet, with
the mass taken as the invariant mass of the two jets in the
former case and the soft-drop mass of the jet in the latter
case. We only use AKS8 jets that have a soft-drop mass
greater than 50 GeV and match to an AK4 jet within

AR = +/(An)*> + (A¢)* < 0.3. In order to avoid overlap
with another AK4 jet which could affect the AKS jet mass,
the AKS jet is discarded if there is another AK4 jet that
matches to it within AR < 0.6.

A VLQ candidate decaying to bH or bZ is then formed
by combining an additional jet with a boson candidate, with
its reconstructed mass myy  taken to be the invariant mass
of this combination. In the tW case, a ¢ quark candidate can
be reconstructed either from a single AKS jet, with the mass
taken to be the soft-drop mass of the jet, or from two or

three AK4 jets, with the mass taken to be the invariant mass
of these jets.

The decay mode, as well as the assignment of recon-
structed jets to their parent particles, is determined using
the modified y* parameter, y2, ;. evaluated for all possible
decay modes and jet assignments. Because the inputs to
224 are not necessarily distributed as Gaussian variables,
the resulting expression does not follow a true y? distri-
bution, and thus ;(rznod is used to denote it. However, since
X2oq 1s used for the event selection to choose the channel
and jet configuration as well as provide a discriminant, this
difference does not affect the outcome of the analysis.

The general form of y2 , is as follows in the fully
hadronic category:

s (Amyg—Amyiq)? | (my —my)
Amod = 52 o2 + 2 g
Amyyq nmy

where Amy is the fractional mass difference of the two
reconstructed VLQ candidates in the event, given by
Amyiq = 2(myrg, — myLgy)/ (Mvig, + MyLgy)s M
are the masses of the two reconstructed bosons; 77,
and Amy;q are the average masses of the bosons and
Amyy q, respectively; and o are the standard deviations.
The values of m;, o, , MVLQ, and 6, , are computed by
using simulated signal samples with mp = 1400 GeV and
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FIG. 3. Reconstructed VLQ mass distributions for simulated events for the channels in the fully hadronic category with
mpg = 1400 GeV. Upper row: channels in the bHbH (left) and bHbZ (right) decay modes. Middle row: channels in the bZbZ
(left) and bHtW (right) decay modes. Lower row: channels in the bZtW decay mode. The different colors indicate the different jet

multiplicities. A selection of y2,/ndf < 5 has been applied. The values represent the expected number of events over the background in
the 2016-2018 data sample.
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selecting events where the jets are closely matched to the
generated partons in simulation.

In the case where the decay mode contains a B — tW
decay, another term is added to the y2, , expression for each
reconstructed ¢ quark: (m, —m,)/o%,, where m, is the
reconstructed 7 quark mass, and m, and o,, are the average
and standard deviation of the ¢ quark mass in simulation.
This term is added to aid in distinguishing such events from
events where one of the B VLQs decays to bZ. Because of
the missing momentum in events with a leptonic W boson
decay, the my term and, subsequently, the Amy;g term
used in the )(rQnod calculation would not be accurate enough
to allow adequate categorization of the event. As a result,
events with leptonic W boson decays are not considered in
this analysis.

In the leptonic category, only the mass of the hadroni-
cally decaying boson is included in y2,,, so the expression
is simply

(Amyrg — Amyi ) (my —m7)?
)(12110d = 2 + 2 ’ (2)
GAmVLQ Gml

where m is the mass of the hadronically decaying Higgs or
Z boson.

Mass distributions for the parent Z, W, H, or t are
obtained and then fitted with a bifurcated Gaussian (i.e., a
Gaussian that has a different ¢ parameter above and below
the mean). Consequently, when the 2, , value is computed,
the appropriate ¢ value is used depending on whether the
reconstructed mass is above or below . These distribu-
tions are computed separately depending on whether the
final state is reconstructed as two resolved jets or one
merged jet, and also separately for each jet multiplicity. The
values for o, , are typically around 0.1, while the values
for o,,, are roughly 10-20 GeV.

Once the y2 , value has been computed for all channels
within an event category, the channel with the smallest
X20q/ndf is selected. The value of ndf is 2 for the leptonic
channels; 3 for the fully hadronic modes bHbH, bHbZ,
and bZbZ; and 4 for the fully hadronic modes bHtW and
bZtW. This method was found to have good accuracy, as
determined by tests with the signal simulations. Although
the mode of some events is not correctly identified, these
events are not rejected but are included as part of the signal
under a different mode, while the selection based on y2,
still provides good background rejection.

The performance of the y2 ;-based reconstruction is
indicated by the average of the two reconstructed VLQ
masses, referred to as myrqs which is shown for simulated
signal samples with mp = 1400 GeV in Fig. 3 (channels in
the fully hadronic category) and Fig. 4 (channels in the
dileptonic category). The mass is well reconstructed for
events near the peak; the low-mass tail corresponds to
events in which the selected jet permutation is incorrect.

T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T T
- CMS D 3jet
I Simulation
0.061 : .4jet
> | my = 1400 GeV
& | bHbZ mode
2
g 0.04- Xmod/ndf< 5.0 |
~
i)
c
)
i
0.02 i
ob— LSS il B N L Phakterse e
0 500 1000 1500 2000
my, q [GeV]
e
0 1'_ CMS D3jet ]
"I Simulation
I idjet
> 0.08I" m, = 1400 GeV ]
o - bZbZ mode
F 2
2 0.061 x Jndf<5.0 ]
Ny i
@
c L
Q 0.04+ s
w
0.02F i
0- . L I A . i Do
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FIG. 4. Reconstructed VLQ mass distributions for simulated
events passing the b-tag requirement for the channels in the
dileptonic category with mp = 1400 GeV in the bHbZ (upper)
and bZbZ (lower) event modes. A selection of 2 _,/ndf < 5 has
been applied. The values represent the expected number of events
over the background in the 2016-2018 data sample.

Tests on simulated signal samples with different B VLQ
masses showed similar performance.

In the leptonic category, in order to account for a possible
jet due to ISR or FSR, an extra jet reconstructed by the
method described in Sec. V but not originating from VLQ
pair production is allowed. Specifically, for events that
contain five reconstructed jets, the 2 _,/ndf is evaluated for
all possible assignments of four jets with one jet discarded,
and the event is then treated as a four-jet event using the
four jets that resulted in the best y2,,/ndf. For events that
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FIG. 5. Normalized distributions of the value of the least 2, ,/ndf for simulated signal events and data events in the fully hadronic
category before any b-tagging requirements are applied in the fully hadronic category. Upper row: bHbH (left), bHbZ (center), and
bZbZ (right) decay modes. Lower row: bHtW (left) and bZtW (right) decay modes. A signal mass of mp = 1400 GeV is used and
compared against all three years of data. All jet multiplicities have been combined together.
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FIG. 6. Normalized distributions of the value of the least x2, ,/ndf for simulated signal events and data events in the leptonic category
before any b-tagging requirements are applied. Upper row: bHbZ decay mode, three-jet (left) and four-jet (right) events. Lower row:
bZbZ decay mode, three-jet (left) and four-jet (right) events. A signal mass of mp = 1400 GeV is used and compared against all three

years of data.

contain four reconstructed jets, the y2 ,/ndf is calculated
for these four jets, and then also for each possible jet
assignment for a three-jet event. If the four-jet y2,,/ndf is
less than each of the three-jet )(zmod /ndf values, then it is
treated as a four-jet event. Otherwise, it is treated as a three-
jet event using those three jets.

Figures 5 and 6 show the resulting distributions in the
fully hadronic and leptonic categories, respectively, of the
value of the least y2 ,/ndf for simulated signal events
compared to the distributions for data events before any
b-tagging requirements are applied. In these plots, the two
distributions are normalized to the same area.

Since the y2,,/ndf values tend to be lower for signal
events than for background events, an upper bound is set on
the least )(r2nod /ndf in order to provide background rejection.

This limit is optimized for signal sensitivity separately for
each category and channel, using a B mass of 1400 GeV.
For the fully hadronic category, equal branching fractions
for B— bH, B — bZ, and B — tW are assumed, and for
the leptonic category, branching fractions of B(B — bH) =
30% and B(B — bZ) = 70% are used. Table III shows the
optimized 2 _,/ndf limits obtained for each category.
These values do not depend significantly on the B mass
assumed in the optimization since the y2 _,/ndf measure in
Egs. (1) and (2) depends on the mass difference between
the two reconstructed VLQ candidates and not the VLQ
mass itself. As a cross-check, the optimization was per-
formed with other B masses, resulting in only small
changes in the optimal y2 ,/ndf limit values. These
optimized ;(fnod/ndf limits are then used in conjunction
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TABLE III. Optimized upper bound values of the ;(Izmd/ndf
selection as a function of jet multiplicity and decay mode.

Jet multiplicity

Decay mode 3 4 5 6
Fully hadronic bHbH e 1.5 2.75 1.0
Fully hadronic bHbZ e 2.0 1.25 1.25
Fully hadronic bZbZ e 0.75 1.25 1.75
Fully hadronic bHtW e e 2.5 5.0
Fully hadronic bZtW e 1.5 6.0
Leptonic bHbZ 2.9 2.5

Leptonic bZbZ 2.0 2.6

with b tagging to provide signal discrimination in the
reconstructed myyq spectrum, which is used to obtain the
background estimate described in the next section.

VII. BACKGROUND ESTIMATION

As the QCD multijet background is difficult to precisely
model in simulation, the background estimation is based
exclusively on control samples in data. Since the compo-
sition and behavior of the background are different between
the fully hadronic and dileptonic categories, separate
methods are used for each category.

A. Background estimation in the fully
hadronic category

The background estimation for the fully hadronic cat-
egory generally follows the procedure described in
Ref. [22]. Using the preselection sample defined in
Sec. VIC, the expected distribution of the number of events
as a function of the VLQ candidate mass is obtained and
then fit with the function

n(x) = poexp [—(p1x + 0(—x) prx?)] (3)

in the range my; o > 800 GeV, where x = m/GeV — 1200
and 0(x) is the Heaviside step function. The second-order
term is applied only for mass values less than 1200 GeV to
account for the shape change of the distribution in the low-
mass region compared to a traditional exponential function
caused by the trigger turn on. This is also the reason the fit
only includes myyqg > 800 GeV. Smoothness at the
myrq = 1200 GeV interface is enforced by employing
the same parameter p; for both my; o < 1200 GeV and
myrq > 1200 GeV. Figure 7 shows the resulting fit results
for six representative fully hadronic channels.

The second step is to estimate the reduction in back-
ground that results from applying the jet h-tagging require-
ments. This factor is called the background jet-tagged
fraction (BJTF). It is obtained by using events in a sideband
region defined by the mass range 500 < my o < 800 GeV.
This mass range is chosen to ensure that the sideband region

is free of any potential signal, as this range is below the
current lower exclusion limits on the VLQ mass [22,67,68].
Table IV summarizes the values of the BJTF derived from
this sideband region, denoted ¢, in Eq. (4), for the different
channels considered.

We allow for a dependence of the BJTF factor on my; g
that could occur, for example, because the jet tagging
efficiency depends on the pr of the jet, and VLQs with
higher mass will generally produce jets with higher pt. For
this, we define a control region as events with y2,,/ndf in
the range 12 < y2 ,/ndf < 48. The dependence of the
BJTF on myyq in this control region is then fit with a
first-order polynomial, denoted &(m) = py + p;m. Checks
with F-tests indicate that the first-order polynomial fit is
preferred over higher-order fits. Figure 8 shows the BJTF
distribution in the control regions along with the first-order
polynomial fits for a few representative fully hadronic
channels.

The estimate of the number of background events in the
signal region, ny,, as a function of myy g is then given by
the following expression:

Npk (mVLQ> = ”(mVLQ)80 6‘<n/lVLQ> ’
: (S0 e(m')dm') /(300 GeV)
(4)

where n(myy q) is the number of candidates as a function of
myy q in the preselected sample, as shown in Fig. 7, g is the
BJTF determined from the sideband with low VLQ mass,
as shown in Table IV, and the last factor is the correction for
the dependence of the BJTF on myy o, as shown in Fig. 8.

B. Background estimation in the leptonic category

The background estimation for the leptonic category is
based on a procedure similar to that for the fully hadronic
category, but with different definitions of the signal and
control regions. In particular, the use of b tagging is
different for the two categories. For the leptonic category,
the BJTF factor described above is not used. Instead, for the
leptonic category, the signal region is defined to be events
with y2 ,/ndf < 5 for which at least one of the jets directly
originating from the B VLQ candidate (i.e., not associated
with an H or a Z boson decay) is b tagged (called b-tag
events). The control region is defined to be events with the
same y2 ,/ndf < 5 requirement but where neither of the
jets directly originating from a B VLQ candidate is b
tagged (called b-veto events). Notably, these requirements
are both independent of the hadronically decaying H or
Z boson.

First, the VLQ mass distribution in the control region is
fit with an exponential function over the mass range
800 < myq < 2000 GeV. Figure 9 shows the resulting
distributions and the exponential fits for each of the four
leptonic channels. Then, this distribution is normalized to
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FIG. 7.

Distributions of my  for the preselected data sample in the fully hadronic category for some selected channels. Upper row:

four-jet bHbZ (left) and four-jet bZbZ (right) modes. Middle row: five-jet bPHbH (left) and five-jet bHtW (right) modes. Lower row:
six-jet bZbZ (left) and six-jet bZtW (right) modes. The fit to the data (shown by the black points) is given by the red line, and the bottom
panel displays the fractional difference between the data and fit, (data-fit)/fit.
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TABLE IV. Values of the BJTF for data events in the control region with 500 < myyq < 800 GeV for each of the fully hadronic
channels considered. The uncertainties shown are statistical.

bHbH bHbZ bZbZ bHtW bZtW
Four jets 0.0010 %+ 0.0007 0.0032 + 0.0005 0.0075 + 0.0016 e e
Five jets 0.0009 = 0.0002 0.0040 =+ 0.0004 0.0492 + 0.0020 0.0243 +=0.0019 0.0223 +=0.0019
Six jets 0.0020 £ 0.0003 0.0018 £ 0.0003 0.0368 £ 0.0018 0.0089 =+ 0.0003 0.0311 £ 0.0005
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FIG. 8. Value of BJTF as a function of my; ( in the control region with 12 < 22.q/ndf < 48 for some selected fully hadronic channels.
Upper row: four-jet events in the bHbH (left), bHbZ (center), and bZbZ (right) modes. Middle row: five-jet events in the bHbH (left),
bHbZ (center), and bZtW (right) modes. Lower row: six-jet events in the bZbZ (left), bHtW (center), and bZtW (right) modes. The
linear fit is shown by the red line, and the associated uncertainty in the fit is shown by the shaded band.
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between the data and fit, (data-fit)/fit.

TABLE V. Values of the b-tag to b-veto ratio for events in the
mass range 450 < myp o < 900 GeV with ;(ﬁmd/ndf <5, for
each of the dileptonic channels. The uncertainties shown are
statistical only.

bHbZ bZbZ
Three jets 0.101 £ 0.010 0.130 £ 0.006
Four jets 0.127 £ 0.009 0.125 +0.074

the expected distribution in the signal region by multiplying
by a normalization factor, the ratio of b-tag events to b-veto
events in the low-mass range of 450 < my;q < 900 GeV.
Table V shows the resulting normalization factors for the
four channels.

Next, events with y2 ,/ndf in the range 5 < 2, _,/ndf <
20 are used to check for possible dependence of the
normalization factors on the VLQ candidate mass.
Figure 10 shows the b-tag to b-veto ratio as a function
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of myy o for events in the range 5 < )(ﬁwd /ndf < 20 for all
four leptonic channels. As a cross-check, the dependence of
the b-tag to b-veto ratio as a function of my; o, for simulated
Drell-Yan events, which constitute the dominant back-
ground, is shown in Fig. 11 over the full mass range, which
verifies that the normalization factors do not have a
significant dependence on the VLQ mass.

We next check that the b-tag to b-veto ratio in the range
5 < y2.q/ndf < 20 correctly represents the ratio in the
range )(Iznod /ndf < 5 by plotting the ratio as a function of
22.q4/ndf, shown in Fig. 12. No significant dependence
over the 2, ,/ndf region is observed.

The fit to a constant value is therefore sufficient for all
channels, as there is no statistically significant evidence for
a mass dependence of the b-tag to b-veto ratio. The
normalization factor is thereby set to be the ratio of b-
tag events to b-veto events in the 450 to 900 GeV mass
range using events with )(zmod /ndf < 5, that is, the ratio of
low-mass signal region events to low-mass control region
events. Although there is no statistically significant

evidence of a normalization factor mass dependence, steps
are taken to estimate the uncertainty that such a dependence
may create in this factor. For this, we compare the ratio of
b-tag events to b-veto events in the low-mass range to the
ratio of b-tag to b-veto events in the high-mass range, using
events in the y2 ,/ndf range of 5 < y2 ,/ndf < 20.
Figure 13 (left) shows that the low-mass and high-mass
ratios are consistent for all four channels. As a check on this
procedure, the same comparison is performed for simulated
Drell-Yan events using the optimally tuned )(rzmd /ndf. The
results, displayed in Fig. 13 (right), show that the low-mass
and high-mass ratios are consistent, even after an upper
bound is applied on the value of ;(fnod /ndf.

The estimate of the number of background events in the
signal region, ny,, as a function of myy is given by the
following expression:

495000((}}:\\7/ nsig"al(m/>dml (5)
4?50(?(?:\\// nconlrol(ml)dm/ ’

Npkg (mVLQ) =f (mVLQ)
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where f(myyq) is the fitted function for the number of
candidates as a function of myyq in the control region, as
shown in Fig. 9, and the second term is the normalization
factor, as determined by the ratio of the number of events
in the signal region to the control region with 450 <
myrq < 900 GeV. For the final evaluation of the number
of events in the sideband region, the 2 ,/ndf requirement
for each particular channel is applied.

VIII. SYSTEMATIC UNCERTAINTIES

The systematic uncertainties are listed in Tables VI
and VII. They include the following:

(i) Integrated luminosity: The integrated luminosities
for the 2016-2018 data-taking years have 1.2%—
2.5% individual uncertainties [25-27], while the
overall uncertainty for the 2016-2018 period
is 1.6%.

Trigger: The uncertainties in the trigger efficiencies
are determined from the uncertainties in the fitting
parameters from fits of the trigger efficiencies with
respect to Hr, using constant functions for channels

(i)

(iii)

@iv)

052004-17

in the hadronic category and logistic functions for
channels in the leptonic category. For 2016, 2017,
and 2018, they are 2.0%, 0.05%, and 0.01%,
respectively, for the jet triggers used; 0.3%, 0.2%,
and 0.2% for the muon triggers; and 0.2%, 0.3%,
and 0.2% for the electron triggers.

Dilepton Z boson efficiency: The total dimuon and
dielectron efficiencies are determined using simu-
lated signal events. The net efficiency is calculated
by multiplying the efficiencies for each step in the
dilepton Z boson selection process: exactly two
leptons, both leptons pass the identification and
isolation requirements, and the dilepton Z boson
invariant mass is between 80 and 102 GeV. The
uncertainty in the total efficiency is found to be 0.3%
for both the dimuon and dielectron cases.

Scale factors: Scale factors for jet energy, jet energy
resolution, b-tagging efficiency, and lepton effi-
ciency (including isolation, identification, and
reconstruction for individual leptons) are needed
to correct the distributions in simulation to match
those in data. The resulting uncertainty in the
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™)

simulated signal efficiency is determined by varying
each scale factor up and down by 1 standard
deviation. The uncertainties over each year are
treated as uncorrelated. The uncertainties depend
upon the event channel. Typical values are as
follows: 0.5%—4.0% for jet energy, 0.5%-2.5%
for jet resolution, 5.0%—12% for b tagging, and
10%—12% for the overall lepton efficiency (where
the larger value is due to the combination of
isolation, identification, and reconstruction scale
factors for the individual leptons).

Background estimation in the fully hadronic cat-
egory: There are two sources of uncertainty in the
background estimate as a function of the average
mass of the two VLQ candidates, ny,(myrq) in
Eq. (4). The first is from the fit for n(my o), and it is
determined from the uncertainties in the fit param-
eters pg, p1, and p,. The second is the uncertainty in
the mass dependence of the BJTF factor, which is
similarly determined from the uncertainties in the

(vi)
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first-order polynomial fit parameters, p, and pj,
shown in the definition of (m). For each of the fits,
the nuisance parameters are determined by decorre-
lating the fit parameters using the covariance matrix
of the fit. Additionally, we include an uncertainty to
account for our choice of fit function (referred to as
“BJTF fit form” in Table VI).

Background estimation in the dileptonic category:
Similarly, there are two sources of uncertainty in
the background estimate as a function of the
average mass of the two VLQ candidates,
ke (Myrg) in Eq. (5). The first arises from the
fit for f(myLq), and it is determined from the
uncertainties in the exponential fit parameters.
The second is the uncertainty in the mass depend-
ence of the normalization factor, the b-tag to b-veto
ratio, which is assigned to be one-half of the
absolute value of the difference between this ratio
in the low- and high-mass ranges, as shown in
Fig. 13 (left).
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(vii) PDFs: The uncertainty associated with the choice of
PDF set is calculated by following the PDFALHC
procedure to generate a set of weights for each
uncertainty in the NNPDF3.0 distribution [69]. The
uncertainty in the signal acceptance is then deter-
mined from the standard deviation of the distribution
of the signal acceptance for each weight.

(viii) QCD scale: The systematic uncertainty on the QCD
scale is estimated by independently multiplying the
default values of the renormalization and factoriza-
tion scales, pg and ug, by factors of 2.0 and 0.5, and
assigning the systematic error to be half of the
resulting range of cross sections. In this procedure,
following the results from [70], the cases of varying
one scale by 2.0 and the other by 0.5 are excluded
since these correspond to unjustified values of
log(ug/pg). The range over the remaining seven
combinations is then used.

(ix) Pileup: The uncertainty due to the number of pileup
events in the simulated events is evaluated by

varying the pp inelastic cross section [48] by +1
standard deviation and determining the resulting
change in the event selection efficiency.

(x) Trigger prefiring: Because of detector effects, ECAL
and muon triggers can appear in the bunch crossing
preceding the actual collision. This effect is not
accounted for in simulation, so corrections are
applied to obtain the correct trigger efficiency.
The uncertainties in these corrections are propagated
to the event efficiency to obtain the resulting
uncertainty.

Tables VI and VII summarize these uncertainties for the
case of 40% B(B — bH), 40% B(B — bZ), and 20%
B(B — tW) branching fractions and a VLQ mass of
1400 GeV. For each uncertainty, it is noted whether it
affects the signal efficiency or the background estimate and
whether it affects the shape of the mass distribution or only
the overall rate.

In general, the statistical uncertainty has the most
significant impact on the results, in part because it also
increases the systematic uncertainties related to the back-
ground fit functions. These uncertainties tend to be largest
for the four-jet channels since these have the fewest events.

In addition, an uncertainty of 6% is assigned to account
for uncertainties in the VLQ pair production cross
section [45]. This uncertainty is separate from the others
described above, and it is used only for the error band on the
theory curve shown in the exclusion limit plots in Fig. 18.

IX. RESULTS

The data distributions in each channel are fit as a function
of the reconstructed VLQ mass using COMBINE [71],
including the relevant systematic uncertainties listed in
Tables VI and VII as uncorrelated nuisance parameters.
Figures 14-16 show, for the hadronic category, the com-
parison of the distribution of the reconstructed VLQ mass,
after the final optimized selection requirements have been
applied, for data, expected background, and simulated
signal events with VLQ masses of 1000, 1200, 1400,
1600, and 1800 GeV. Figure 17 shows the same comparison
for selected channels in the leptonic category. Branching
fractions of B(B — bH) = 50% and B(B — bZ) = 50%
are assumed. The data in Figs. 14-20 are available in tabular
form in the HEPData record for this analysis [72].

No statistically significant excess of data over the
background expectation is observed in this mass range.
We set exclusion limits on the VLQ mass as a function of
the branching fractions B(B — bH), B(B — bZ), and
B(B — tW). The results for the fully hadronic and leptonic
categories, and for all jet multiplicities and event modes, are
combined to set the limits. The signal extraction procedure
is based on a binned maximum likelihood fit, where each
systematic uncertainty is incorporated as a nuisance param-
eter into the fit, with the effect of the systematic uncertainty
included as a log-normal probability distribution per bin.
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TABLE VI. Table of systematic uncertainties for the fully hadronic channels for a simulated signal mass of 1400 GeV and branching
fractions of B(B — bH) = 40%, B(B — bZ) = 40%, and B(B — tW) = 20%. The only parameters in the fits that have significant
uncertainties (> 0.01%) are the scaling parameters (denoted by p).

Systematic Signal/Background Rate/Shape Four jets Five jets Six jets
Jet trigger efficiency Signal Rate 0.6% 0.6% 0.6%
Luminosity Signal Rate 1.6% 1.6% 1.6%
PDFs Signal Rate 1.5% 1.5% 1.5%
QCD ug and up scales Signal Rate 14.0% 14.0% 14.0%
Fully hadronic bHbH event mode
Low-mass BJTF Background Rate 70.7% 18.9% 13.5%
Background fit p, Background Shape 9.7% 9.6% 9.6%
BIJTF fit form Background Rate 5.6% 21.4% 0.1%
BITF fit p, Background Shape 9.7% 9.6% 9.6%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape 4.6% 5.8% 7.1%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape 0.3% 1.4% 2.0%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 1.3% 2.1% 3.4%
Pileup Signal Shape 0.3% 0.3% 1.5%
Fully hadronic bHbZ event mode
Low-mass BJTF Background Rate 17.2% 8.2% 14.6%
Background fit p, Background Shape 9.7% 9.6% 9.4%
BIJTF fit form Background Rate 0.7% 1.5% 1.3%
BITF fit p, Background Shape 9.7% 9.6% 9.4%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape 4.8% 5.7% 7.2%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape 0.2% 1.0% 1.6%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 1.2% 0.3% 1.4%
Pileup Signal Shape 0.1% 0.0% 1.1%
Fully hadronic bZbZ event mode
Low-mass BJTF Background Rate 20.9% 3.8% 4.5%
Background fit p,, Background Shape 9.8% 9.8% 9.5%
BIJTF fit form Background Rate 10.4% 0.0% 34.3%
BITF fit p, Background Shape 9.8% 9.8% 9.5%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape 5.0% 5.0% 4.9%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape 0.3% 0.5% 1.0%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 1.0% 2.8% 3.9%
Pileup Signal Shape 0.4% 0.1% 0.2%
Fully hadronic bHtW event mode
Low-mass BJTF Background Rate e 7.4% 3.2%
Background fit p,, Background Shape 9.4% 10.2%
BIJTF fit form Background Rate e 0.3% 0.6%
BITF fit p, Background Shape e 9.4% 10.2%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape e 4.1% 5.6%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape e 0.7% 0.4%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 0.3% 1.5%
Pileup Signal Shape e 0.1% 0.7%
Fully hadronic bZtW event mode
Low-mass BJTF Background Rate e 8.0% 1.6%
Background fit p Background Shape e 9.7% 10.6%
BJTF fit form Background Rate e 0.6% 1.9%
BITF fit p, Background Shape 9.7% 10.6%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape e 3.6% 4.1%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape e 1.0% 0.4%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape e 0.5% 1.4%
Pileup Signal Shape e 0.0% 0.6%
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TABLE VII. Table of systematic uncertainties for the dileptonic bPHbZ and bZbZ channels for a simulated signal mass of 1400 GeV
and branching fractions of B(B — bH) = 40%, B(B — bZ) = 40%, and B(B — tW) = 20%.

Systematic Signal/Background Rate/Shape 3 jets 4 jets
Z — ee efficiency Signal Rate 0.8% 0.8%
Z — pp efficiency Signal Rate 0.6% 0.6%
Electron trigger efficiency Signal Rate 0.4% 0.4%
Muon trigger efficiency Signal Rate 0.1% 0.1%
Luminosity Signal Rate 1.6% 1.6%
PDFs Signal Rate 2.0% 2.0%
QCD pug and pg scales Signal Rate 15.1% 15.1%

Dileptonic bHbZ event mode
Background exponential fit Background Shape 24.4% 16.1%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape 6.9% 7.8%
Normalization factor mass dependence Background Rate 55.9% 7.1%
Normalization factor (b-tag/b-veto) Background Rate 14.4% 8.2%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape 0.4% 1.3%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 0.5% 2.5%
Lepton scale factors Signal Shape 12.4% 11.4%
Pileup Signal Shape 0.5% 1.1%
Trigger prefiring Signal Shape 0.3% 0.3%
Dileptonic bZbZ event mode

Background exponential fit Background Shape 26.0% 20.1%
Jet tag scale factors Signal Shape 7.1% 8.0%
Normalization factor mass dependence Background Rate 4.6% 10.6%
Normalization factor (b-tag/b-veto) Background Rate 14.6% 9.4%
Jet energy resolution Signal Shape 0.4% 0.8%
Jet energy scale Signal Shape 0.2% 0.6%
Lepton scale factors Signal Shape 11.7% 11.6%
Pileup Signal Shape 0.5% 0.4%
Trigger prefiring Signal Shape 0.3% 0.3%
The CL, criterion [73,74] is used to obtain a limit at X. SUMMARY

95% CL using the profile likelihood test statistic in the
asymptotic approximation [75].

The exclusion limit on the VLQ mass is derived from the
intersection of the limit curve with the predicted theoretical
cross section as a function of the VLQ mass. Figure 18
shows the observed and expected limits at 95% CL on the
cross section of VLQ pair production as functions of VLQ
mass, for four representative branching fraction hypoth-
eses: B(B —» bH) = 100%; B(B — bZ) = 100%; B(B —
bH) = B(B - bZ) = 50%, corresponding to the 7B dou-
blet model with no Tt mixing and also to the large VLQ
mass XTB triplet model; and B(B — bH) = B(B —
bZ) =25%, B(B — tW) =50%, corresponding to the
large VLQ mass TBY triplet and B singlet models.

Figures 19 and 20 show the expected and observed
exclusion limits, respectively, on VLQ mass as a function
of B(B — bH) and B(B — tW), omitting points for which
the exclusion limit is less than 1000 GeV. In the 100%
B — bZ model, the limits on the B VLQ mass have been
improved by 120 GeV compared to the previous best limits,
set by ATLAS [24]; in the TB doublet model with no Tt
mixing, the limits have been improved by 50 GeV com-
pared to the previous best limits, set by CMS [22].

A search for B VLQs has been presented, using data
from proton-proton collisions collected by the CMS detec-
tor in 2016-2018 at /s = 13 TeV. Results are combined
from the fully hadronic category, where each B VLQ
decays into either a b quark and a Higgs boson (H), a b
quark and a Z boson, or a t quark and a W boson; and the
leptonic category, where each B VLQ decays into a b quark
and either an H or a Z boson, and at least one decay
includes a Z boson that decays into a pair of charged
leptons. Since the dileptonic (e and u) branching fraction of
the Z boson is 6.7%, the rate of four-lepton events is an
order of magnitude less than that of two-lepton events,
which require only one dileptonic Z boson decay.
Therefore, including the four-lepton signature would not
provide a significant increase in sensitivity at the current
integrated luminosity. To account for the fact that the two
jets from an H, a Z, or a W boson decay may be
reconstructed separately, or may be merged into a single
reconstructed jet due to a high Lorentz boost, events are
separated into different jet multiplicity categories and
reconstructed appropriately. Backgrounds are estimated
from data, and limits are set on the VLQ mass at
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FIG. 14. Distributions of reconstructed VLQ mass for expected postfit background (blue histogram), signal plus background (colored
lines), and observed data (black points) for events in the hadronic category. The channels shown are four-jet bHbH (upper left), four-jet
bHbDZ (upper right), four-jet bZbZ (lower center). Five signal masses are shown: 1000 (magenta), 1200 (red), 1400 (maroon), 1600
(orange), and 1800 GeV (purple). The signal distributions are normalized to the number of events estimated from the expected VLQ
production cross section. The assumed branching fractions are B(B — bH) = B(B — bZ) = 50%, B(B — tW) = 0%. The back-
ground distribution is independent of the signal branching fractions. The hatched regions indicate the total systematic uncertainties in the

background estimate.

95% confidence level as a function of the branching
fractions B(B — bH), B(B — bZ), and B(B — tW). The
most significant improvement over previous results is an
increased sensitivity for scenarios with large B(B — bZ)
due to the inclusion of events with leptonic Z boson decays.
The current results represent the most stringent limits on B
VLQs to date.
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FIG. 15.

Distributions of reconstructed VLQ mass for expected postfit background (blue histogram), signal plus background (colored

lines), and observed data (black points) for events in the hadronic category. The channels shown are five-jet bHbH (upper left), five-jet
bHDZ (upper right), five-jet bZbZ (middle left), five-jet bHtW (middle right), and five-jet bZtW (lower center). Five signal masses are
shown: 1000 (magenta), 1200 (red), 1400 (maroon), 1600 (orange), and 1800 GeV (purple). The signal distributions are normalized to
the number of events estimated from the expected VLQ production cross section. The assumed branching fractions are
B(B — bH) = B(B — bZ) = 50%, B(B — tW) = 0%. The background distribution is independent of the signal branching fractions.
The hatched regions indicate the total systematic uncertainties in the background estimate.
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FIG. 16. Distributions of reconstructed VLQ mass for expected postfit background (blue histogram), signal plus background (colored
lines), and observed data (black points) for events in the hadronic category. The channels shown are six-jet bHbH (upper left), six-jet
bHbZ (upper right), six-jet bZbZ (middle left), six-jet bHtW (middle right), and six-jet bZtW (lower center). Five signal masses are
shown: 1000 (magenta), 1200 (red), 1400 (maroon), 1600 (orange), and 1800 GeV (purple). The signal distributions are normalized to
the number of events estimated from the expected VLQ production cross section. The assumed branching fractions are
B(B — bH) = B(B — bZ) = 50%, B(B — tW) = 0%. The background distribution is independent of the signal branching fractions.
The hatched regions indicate the total systematic uncertainties in the background estimate.
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