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Genus stabilization for the components
of moduli spaces of curves with symmetries

Fabrizio Catanese, Michael Lonne and Fabio Perroni

ABSTRACT

In a previous paper (Groups, Geometry, and Dynamics, 2015), we introduced a new
homological invariant e for the faithful action of a finite group G on an algebraic
curve. We show here that the moduli space of curves admitting a faithful action of
a finite group G with a fixed homological invariant ¢, if the genus ¢’ of the quotient
curve satisfies ¢’ > 0, is irreducible (and non-empty if and only if the class satisfies
the ‘admissibility’ condition). We achieve this by showing that the stable equivalence
classes of Hurwitz generating systems are in bijection with the admissible classes €.

1. Introduction

The main purpose of this article is the determination of the irreducible components of the moduli
spaces of curves admitting a given symmetry group G. As shown in [CLP11] and [CLP15], this
is an important step for understanding the structure of the locus of curves with automorphisms
(see [Cor87, Cor08, Cat12]) inside the moduli space 91, of curves of genus g (see [DM69, Ful69]).
Our main result, Theorem 3.4, states that those components corresponding to a fixed branching
data of the G-cover are indexed via the e-invariant (see Section 2) by a certain quotient of the
second homology group of G, when the genus ¢’ of the quotient curve C’ := C'/G is large enough.
We view this result as saying that the Oth Betti numbers of these moduli spaces stabilize, and
consider it as an initial step towards the investigation of their homological stabilization.

Recall that an extensive amount of literature has been devoted to the related case of Hurwitz
spaces, namely, moduli spaces of ramified coverings 7: C' — B with B a fixed curve of genus
g’ = 0 or higher (see [Cle73, Hur91, Klu88, Edm82, Edm83, BF86, BC97, Waj96, GHS02, Kan06,
Kan05, Sia09, Vet06, Vet07, Vet08, CLP11]).

Let us first introduce the framework into which the stabilization theorem proven in this

paper fits. Let g > 1 be a positive integer, and let C be a projective curve of genus g. Consider
a subgroup G of the group of automorphisms of C, and let v € G < Aut(C); then, since C is
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a K(Il4, 1) space, the homotopy class of v: C'— C'is determined by
1 (7) : 71(07 Z/O) — Wl(Ca 'Y(y(]))

and, actually, the topological type of the action is completely determined by its action on the
fundamental group, up to inner automorphisms. Hence, we get a group homomorphism

p: G — Aut(Il,)/Inn(Il,;) = Out(Il,).
This homomorphism p is injective by Lefschetz’ lemma (v ~ ide = v = id¢) asserting that, for

g = 2, only the identity transformation is homotopic to the identity. Moreover, since holomorphic
maps are orientation preserving, we actually have

p: G — Out™(Ily) = Map, = Diff *(C)/Diff’(C),
and indeed p determines the differentiable type of the action.

When we speak of the moduli space of curves admitting an action by a finite group G of
a fixed topological type, we fix p(G) up to the action of Aut(G) on the source and the adjoint
action of the mapping class group Map, on the target. The class of p(G) thus obtained is the
‘unmarked topological type’ of the action. In order to be more precise, let us recall the description
of the moduli spaces of curves via Teichmiiller theory.

Fix M to be the underlying oriented differentiable manifold of C, and let CS(M) be the
space of complex structures on M compatible with the given orientation; then the moduli space
of curves M, and Teichmiiller space 74 are defined as

My :=CS(M)/Diff *(M) and T, :=CS(M)/Diff’(M), so that we have 9, = T,/Map, .

Teichmiiller’s theorem says that 7, C C3973 is an open subset diffeomorphic to a ball. Moreover,
Map, acts properly discontinuously on 7y, but not freely. As a corollary, the rational cohomology
of the moduli space is calculated by group cohomology: H*(M,, Q) = H*(Map,, Q).

Harer [Har85] showed that these cohomology groups stabilize with g.
DEFINITION 1.1. The manifold 7y, := EP(G) is the fixed-point locus of p(G) in Ty.

The first author proved an analogue of Teichmiiller’s theorem, namely that 7, , is diffeo-
morphic to a ball [Cat00]. (For the study of deformations of compact complex manifolds with
automorphisms we refer to [Cat88].) Hence we get other subvarieties of the moduli space accor-
ding to the following definition.

DEFINITION 1.2. The subset 9, , is the image of Ty, in M. It is an irreducible Zariski closed
subvariety, as shown in [Cat12] and stated in [CLP15].

The marked moduli space MM , is the quotient of Ty , by the centralizer of p(G) < Map,
(the action of G is given together with a marking of G; we do not allow changing the given action
of G via an automorphism of G).

Observe that the closed irreducible subvariety 9, , depends only upon the unmarked topo-
logical type of the G-action.

The above description of the space of curves admitting a given topological action of a group G
is quite nice, but not completely explicit. One can make everything more explicit via a more
precise understanding obtained through geometry; in this way one can find discrete invariants of
the topological type of the action.
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GENUS STABILIZATION FOR MODULI OF CURVE-SYMMETRIES

Consider the quotient curve C' := C/G, let ¢’ := g(C”) be its genus, let B = {y1,...,y4} be
the branch locus, and let m; be the branching multiplicity of y;. Observe that the numbers ¢’, d,
mi,...,mq are constant in each irreducible variety 9, ,; they form the ‘primary numerical type’
of the cover C' — (C".

The branched covering C' — C” is determined (by virtue of Riemann’s existence theorem) by
the monodromy p: w1 (C”\ B,yo) — G. We have

7I'1(0/\873/0) = Hg’,d = <717-~”Yd70417517~ y Qg aﬁg ’H'Yz H a],,B] = 1>

=1 j=1
Therefore the datum of u is equivalent to the datum of a Hurwitz generating system, that is, of
a Hurwitz-vector
V= (01, ceyCqy a1, b1, , Qg bg/) S Gd+29/

such that
(i) the group G is generated by the entries cy,...,cq,a1,b1,...,aq,by;
(ii) ¢; # 1¢ for all i;
(iii) we have
d g
[Ie H a5, bj
i=1 j=1
Riemann’s existence theorem shows that the unmarked topological types with primary nu-

merical types of the form ¢', d, mq,..., mg with fixed ¢’ and d are in bijection with the points
of the orbit space

(Epi(ILy 4, G)/ Aut(G)) / Map(g', d)
(here ‘Epi’ stands for ‘set of epimorphisms’).

Relation between the two approaches through the orbifold fundamental group 7r°rb

For more details concerning the orbifold fundamental group and its applications in this context
we refer to [Cat08].

Let X be a ‘good’ topological space, and let X be the universal cover of X. Assume that G
is a finite group acting effectively on X. Then G can be lifted to a discontinuous group G of
homeomorphisms of X in such a way that the quotients X / G and X /G are homeomorphic. The
group G is called the orbifold fundamental group of the G-action and is an extension of 7 (X)
by G; that is, we have a short exact sequence

1 - m(X) = G=7""X/G) -G —1.

In our situation, X = C and its universal cover is the upper half-plane X = H; hence ﬂorb(X /G)
is a Fuchsian group. We have

C = H/II,, =H/x™,  7Ptb = g a/ (™7 )
where, as usual, ({aq,...,aq)) denotes the subgroup normally generated by the elements ay, ..., aq.

The above exact sequence yields, via conjugation acting on the normal subgroup 71 (X)) = II,,
a homomorphism p: G — Out(Ily).

Fix now d points ¥, ..., yq on the oriented differentiable manifold M’ underlying C’, and set
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B :={y1,...,ya}. One can then define the d-marked Teichmiiller space as the quotient
Ty .a = CS(M')/Diff* (M, B).

We thus have an unramified covering map of connected spaces Ty g — Ty p; since Ty, is a ball,
this map is a homeomorphism (hence, in particular, the topological type p also determines the
monodromy g, as can be proven directly).

We can now describe the numerical and homological invariants of p (equivalently, of 1 or of v).
The first numerical invariant is called (by different authors) the branching numerical function,
Nielsen class, or v-type of p.

DEFINITION 1.3. Let Conj(G) be the set of (non-trivial) conjugacy classes in the group G: then
we let v: Conj(G) — N, v(C) := [{ile; € C}|, be the function which counts how many local
monodromy elements (these are defined only up to conjugation) are in a fixed conjugacy class.

This invariant was first introduced by Nielsen [Nie37], who proved that v determines p if G
is cyclic.

The (semi-)classical homological invariant is instead defined as follows. Let H := ({c1,...,cq))
be the subgroup normally generated by the local monodromies (local generators of the isotropy
subgroups). Consider the quotient group G” := G/H. The covering C — C' = C/G fac-
tors through C” = C/H — (', which is unramified and with group G”. The monodromy
p': g — G" corresponds to a homotopy class of a continuous map m”: ¢! — K(G”, 1). Passing
to homology, we have

Hg(m”) = HQ(M”)I HQ(Hg/, Z) = HQ(C,,Z) — HQ(G”,Z) .

One then defines h(v) as the image of the fundamental class of C’, the generator [C'] of Hao(C', Z)
determined by the complex orientation:

h(v) := Ha(m")[C'] € Ho(G", 7).

More generally, Edmonds [Edm82, Edm83] showed that v and h determine p for G abelian,
and that if, moreover, G is split-metacyclic and the action is free (that is, G = G”), then h
determines p.

In our recent paper [CLP15] we considered the case G = D,, of the dihedral group of order 2n.
After showing that in this case (v, h) does not determine p, we introduced on these grounds a
finer homological invariant ¢ € Kp, where I' is the union of the conjugacy classes of the local
monodromies ¢;, and Kr is a group constructed from the given group G and the given subset I"
(the definitions of KT and e are given in Section 2). The main result of [CLP15] was to prove
that in the case of the dihedral group, our invariant € determines the class of p.

We do not recall here the definition of the group KT and of the invariant e(v), since Section 2
is devoted to these definitions and their topological interpretation (which was not contained
in [CLP15]). It suffices here to observe that this new invariant encodes in particular all the
classical numerical and homological invariants.

It would be a too nice and simple world if this invariant would do the job for any group. But
this invariant, which in the unramified case coincides with the classical invariant in Hy(G,Z),
does not distinguish irreducible components in general (see [DT06]). It only does so if the genus
g’ of the quotient curve is large enough. The crucial point, as in Harer’s theorem, is the concept
of stabilization:
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— direct stabilization: the monodromy p is stabilized by extending it to a homomorphism of
the fundamental group Il into G whose value on the last two generators a1 and By 41
is set to be p(og41) = u(By41) =1 € G; in other words, we add a handle to the quotient
curve C’, such that on it the monodromy is trivial;

— stabilization: this is defined as the equivalence relation generated by direct stabilization.

In the étale case it was shown that the homology invariant is a full ‘stable’ invariant.

THEOREM 1.4 (Dunfield-Thurston). In the unramified case (d = 0), for ¢’ > 0, the set of
unmarked topological types is in bijection with

Hy(G,Z)/Aut(G) .

The proof of this theorem is based on the interpretation of second homology as bordism,
and on Livingston’s theorem [Liv85] showing that two unramified monodromies having the same
homology class in Hy(G, Z) are stably equivalent. A very suggestive proof of Livingston’s theorem,
based on the concept of a relative Morse function with increasing Morse indices, is given in [DT06],
while an algebraic proof is given by Zimmermann in [Zim&7].

In the ramified case, the situation is much more complicated, and it turns out to be safer
to rely on the algebraic technique of Zimmermann in order to set up a secure, even if technical,
proof of the following main theorem.

THEOREM 1.5. For ¢’ > 0, the unmarked topological types are in bijection with the admissible
classes via the map € associated with the invariant ¢.

In this theorem, the condition of admissibility is the simple translation of the condition that
the product of the local monodromies ¢, ..., cq must be a product of commutators.

In a sequel to this paper we shall prove another stabilization, which we call branching stabi-
lization, and which generalizes the following result (see [F'V91]).

THEOREM 1.6 (Conway-Parker). In the case ¢ = 0, let G = F/R, where F is a free group,
and assume that Ho(G,7Z) = ([F, F] N R)/|F, R] is generated by commutators. Then there is an
integer N such that if the numerical function v takes values greater than or equal to N, then
there is only one unmarked topological type with the given numerical function v.

We shall get an analogous result for any genus ¢’, using our fuller homological invariant e.
In the course of proving branching stabilization, we shall also give a different proof of our genus
stabilization result, using a variant of the semi-group and of the group introduced by Conway
and Parker.

Finally, we want to mention the interesting question of determining the class of groups for
which no stabilization is needed, thus extending to other groups the result we obtained for the
dihedral groups.

The structure of the paper is the following. In Section 2 we first recall the definition of the
e-invariant from [CLP15]; then we give a topological interpretation by means of a certain relative
homology group of the group G. This interpretation is not essential for the rest of the paper, but
it gives a different and sometimes useful point of view. In Section 3 we state our main results,
Theorems 3.4 and 3.5, and prove the former assuming the latter. Section 4 contains a proof of
Theorem 3.5, which is an extension of Livingston’s theorem [Liv85] to the ramified case.
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2. The e-invariant

In this section we first review the definition of the e-invariant of Hurwitz vectors which was
introduced in [CLP15, Section 3], then we give a topological interpretation of this invariant as
a class in a certain relative homology group of G modulo an equivalence relation. Although we do
not explicitly use this topological interpretation in the proof of the main theorem, many of the
technical results which we prove throughout the paper are just algebraic reformulations of simple
geometrical statements whose understanding is easier using a topological view of the e-invariant.

Let us first recall the following notions.

DEFINITION 2.1. Let G be a finite group, and let ¢, d € N. A (¢, d)- Hurwitz vector in G is an
element v of G¥29' the (d + 2¢')-fold Cartesian product of G. A (¢, d)-Hurwitz vector in G will
also be denoted by

v:(cl,...,cd; al,bl,...,agr,bg/).

For any i € {1,...,d + 2¢'}, the ith component v; of v is defined as usual. The evaluation of v
is the element

d g
ev(v) := ch : H[ai,bi] €qG.
1 1

A Hurwitz generating system of length d + 2¢" in G is a (¢, d)-Hurwitz vector v in G such
that the following conditions hold:
(i) The local monodromies ¢; are non-trivial; that is, ¢; # 1 for all i.
(ii) The group G is generated by the components v; of v.
(iii) ev(v) =1.

We denote by HS(G; ¢/, d) € G429 the set of all Hurwitz generating systems in G of type (¢, d)
(hence of length d + 2¢’).

We refer to [Bir69] and [Waj99] for general results and definitions concerning mapping class
groups.

DErFINITION 2.2. For d > 1, denote by I\Ia/p(g’ ,d) the group of isotopy classes of orientation-
preserving diffeomorphisms of a curve C’ of genus ¢’ which leave invariant a set B of d points
and leave fixed a base point yjg.

For d = 0, denote by 1\%(9’ ,0) the group of isotopy classes of diffeomorphisms of a curve C’
of genus ¢’ which are the identity on a small disc A whose boundary circle A contains .

Remark 2.3. Recall that

d g’
Uy a = <’71,---,7d,041,51,---,Oég/,ﬁg/ 1T [ ley. 85 = 1>
i=1  j=1
is the quotient of the free group
Fi=(x1,...,%4424)
under the morphism induced by
TLE> Y1y ey T2 Vdy Tapl > 1, Tapo = B1, .., Tapog By
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by the subgroup normally generated by
g/
E = Hﬂcz H[$d+2j717$d+2j} .
i=1  j=1
Now, for d > 1, there is a well-determined isomorphism of Ily 4 with the free group F' :=
<$2, ooy .I'd+291>2

§Z Hg’,d — F/, (21)
d g 1
£(n) = (HmiH[$d+2j—lv$d+2j]> :
i—2 =1
5(72) = T2, ..., g(yd):xda
£(ay) = Taroj—1, £(B) = Tage; forj=1,...,g".

jacd

In particular, there is a well-determined isomorphism of F with the free direct product F' * (E)
Iy 4 % (E), so that one gets a well-determined identification

Aut(Ily g) = {1 € Aut(F) [¢(E) = E,»(F) =F'} C {4 € Aut(F) |¢(E) = E}.
Notice that in F, we have £(y1) = E~ 12y,
Hence, for d > 1, the group 1\7I\a/p(g’,d) acts on m(C"\ B,yo) = Iy 4. Via this homomor-
phism into Aut(Ily 4) and the previous identification we therefore get a well-determined action

of I\Ia/p(g’ ,d) on the free group F which leaves fixed the word E. From this we obtain a well-
determined action of I\Ta/p(g’ ,d) on the set of (¢, d)-Hurwitz vectors v in G, for any group G, not
necessarily finite. Moreover, notice that, for any group homomorphism f: G; — G2, the induced
map fi+29". thHQQI — Gg”g/ between the sets of Hurwitz vectors is l\fa/p(g’ , d)-equivariant.

We shall now show that also for d = 0 there is a well-determined homomorphism of 1\7I\a/p(g’ ,0)
into {¢ € Aut(F) | ¢ (E) = E}: this fact is important, because it shows that this action then leaves
invariant the evaluation map of Hurwitz vectors. In fact, I\E{p(g’ ,0) acts on C"\ U, where U is
the interior of the disc A, whence on 71 (C" \ U, yo) = F; the element E corresponds to the circle
0A, giving the desired assertion.

There is an obvious surjection 1\7[;})(9’,(1) — Map(¢’,d), and one sees right away that the
action of 1\7[;&)(9’ ,d) on the set of (¢,d)-Hurwitz vectors v, and especially on the subset of
Hurwitz generating systems, induces an action of Map(¢’,d) on the set of orbits of the set of
Hurwitz generating systems in G by the action of simultaneous conjugation by G. In particular,
the orbit space

(Epi(Iy 4, G)/ Aut(G)) /Mapy 4
can also be seen as
(Epi(Hg/,d, G)/Map(¢/, d))/Aut(G) )

DEFINITION 2.4. Let G be a finite group. From now on, F':= (§| g € G) shall be the free group
generated by the elements of G. Let R<F be the normal subgroup of relations, so that G = F/R.

For any union of non-trivial conjugacy classes I' C GG, define
Rr := (([F,R),ab¢"'b~'|Va,c € T,b € G such that b~lab = ¢)),

the minimal normal subgroup of F' generated by [F, R] and abé=1b~1, for any a,c €, b € G
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such that b~ 'ab = ¢, and set
Gr‘ = F/RF .

The map a — a for a € G induces a group homomorphism «: Gr — G whose kernel shall be
denoted by Kt := Ker(«).

By [CLP15, Lemma 3.2], Kt = R/Rr is contained in the centre of Gp.

DEFINITION 2.5. Given a (¢/, d)-Hurwitz vector
v={(c1,...,¢q;a1,b1,...,ag,by)
in G (cf. Definition 2.1), its tautological lift v is the (¢', d)-Hurwitz vector in Gr defined by
0= (C/\ly"'aé;l;d\hbl""a@vbg’)7
whose components are the tautological lifts of the components of v.
Given a (¢, d)-Hurwitz vector v in G with ¢; # 1 for i = 1,...d, we denote by I, the union
of all the conjugacy classes of G containing at least one ¢;.
For any Hurwitz generating system v (or Hurwitz vector satisfying condition (iii) of Defini-
tion 2.1), set

/

d 9
e(w) =[] & - [la. o1 € &,
1 1
to be the evaluation of the tautological lift ¢ of v in Gr, (cf. Definition 2.1).

We have already observed in Remark 2.3 that the evaluation map is invariant under the
action of the mapping class group Map(¢’, d). In [CLP15, Proposition 3.6], using this invariance,
we showed even more, namely that the evaluation map has the same value on the tautological
lift © and on the tautological lift ¢ - v for any ¢ € Map(g’, d). For completeness we include here
this result from [CLP15] with a complete proof.

PROPOSITION 2.6. For any ¢',d € N, the map ¢ is l\fa/p(g’, d)-invariant.

Proof. Let ¢ € 1\7[;1)(9’ ,d). We first consider the case where ¢ is a Hurwitz move, that is, one of
the standard generators of the braid group By, a subgroup of Map(¢’, d).

Without loss of generality we consider the first Hurwitz move o1 and assume ¢’ = 0 and
d = 2. The action of oy sends

v=(c1,c2) to v = (02,62_16102) .

Inside Gr, we have, thanks to the fact that ¢; € I', and that cica = 02(02_10102), and thanks to
the relations of Gr,,

e(v) =cacs = 0/562_10162 =e(v).

The general case for any element of the braid group By, and for ¢’ > 0, d > 2 follows from a
similar calculation for every o; for 1 < j <d—1.

Next, we consider the case where ¢ is a pure mapping class, that is, the case where ¢ does
not permute the conjugacy classes associated with the local monodromies. Hence, the first d
components of v are conjugate to the first d components of ¢ - v; that is, v; ~ (¢ - v); for
i =1,...,d, where ~ denotes conjugation equivalence. We claim that the same is true for the
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first d components of ¢ and ¢ - 0, namely o; ~ (¢ -v); for i = 1,...,d, where the action of
Map(g',d) on the set of Hurwitz vectors in Gr, is the one defined in Remark 2.3.

Recall that the action of ¢ on Iy 4 induces via the isomorphism & an action of ¢ on F’
and that we have a well-determined extension of this to an automorphism of F which leaves
invariant F, which we denote by the same letter ¢. Finally, the action on the set of Hurwitz
vectors © is obtained by seeing these vectors as morphisms F — Gr, x; — ¥;.

Assume ¢(v;) = 5[1%;51- for i = 1,...,d. We set 0; := £(6;) and ¢(x;) = g;lxigz. for i =
2,...,d, where ¢ is the isomorphism (2.1). In particular, (¢ - 0); ~ 0; for i = 2,...,d. To define
o(x1), recall that £(71) = E-1z; in F, so

Eo(a1) = (Ea1) = p(6(m)) = E(p(m)) = 81 B~ 'y ;

hence ¢(z1) = E(fl_lE_lxlgl. The image of F in Gr, is central, because it belongs to Kr,;
hence we also have (p - 0); ~ v3.
By Lemma 3.3 of [CLP15], we thus have

—

(0)i ~ (@ 0)i = (- 0)i = allp-0)) -
Now, notice that
alp-9)) = (p-v) for i=1,...d+2g,
where « is defined in Definition 2.4. This follows by considering Hurwitz vectors as morphisms
from the free group F on d + 2¢’ generators to Gr, respectively G, and the mapping class group

as a group of automorphisms of this free group (cf. Remark 2.3). Therefore, for i = 1,...,d,

—_—

(0 0)i = alp-0)) = (¢ v)i = (P~ V)i
Since in the product yielding the evaluation we only take the commutators of the entries

(¢ - 0); for i > d, by Lemma 3.8 of [CLP15] we may freely change the entries (¢ - 0); for ¢ > d

to a((p-1),) = (¢ v);, because the statement of Lemma 3.8 is precisely that the value of those
commutators remains unchanged. Hence

ev(p-0) =ev(p-v) =e(p-v).

Since the evaluation is the image of the element F, which is invariant under M?sfp(g’ ,d), we
conclude that
e(v) =ev(d) =ev(p-0) =e(p-v),
and we have proved our claim. O

We also recall that by [CLP15, Lemma 3.5|, any automorphism f € Aut(G) induces an
isomorphism fr: Kr — Kyr) in a natural way, such that e(f(v)) = fr(e(v)), where I' = T,
Therefore the map

e: HS(G;g',d) = [[ Kr, v~ e(v) € K,
r
where [ [ Kr denotes the disjoint union of the Kr, descends to a map

Z: HS(G: g, d)/Aut(G) — (HKF) JAut(G) .
I
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Putting these pieces from [CLP15] together, in view of Remark 2.3, gives a well-defined map

& (HS(G; g, d) /Aut(G)) /Map(g', d) — (]_[ KF) JAut(G) . (2.2)
I

One of the main results of [CLP15] says that when G = D,,, the map ¢ is injective ([CLP15,
Theorem 5.1]). With the aid of this we have reached a classification of the orbits of Hurwitz
generating systems for D,, under the action of Map(g’, d) modulo automorphisms in Aut(G).

For later use, let us recall the following definition [CLP15, Definition 3.11].
DEFINITION 2.7. Let I' C G be a union of non-trivial conjugacy classes of G. We define
Hyr(G) =ker (Gr — G x G),
where Gr — G x G is the morphism with first component o (Definition 2.4) and second
component the natural epimorphism Gt — Glcib.
Notice that
RN [F, F]
[F, R]
In particular, when I' = (), we have Hyr(G) = Hy(G,Z).
By [CLP15, Lemma 3.12], the morphism
Rﬂ[F,F]—)R/Rr, r— rRp

Hy(G,Z) = > Ker (F/[F, R = G x ng) .

induces a surjective group homomorphism

Hy(G,Z) — Ha 1 (G) . (2.3)

2.1 A topological interpretation of £(v)

For a finite group G, let BG be the CW-complex defined as follows (see [Whi78, Chapter V, 7]
for more details). The 0-skeleton BG® consists of one point. The 1-skeleton

BG'=\/ 5,
geqG

is a wedge of circles indexed by g € G, meeting in BGY. Hence its fundamental group has
a canonical isomorphism 7 (BG') = F, given by sending a generator of 71(S§) to §. In this
way we get an epimorphism 71 (BG!) — G whose kernel is identified with R by the previous
isomorphism. For any r € R, let h,: S' — BG' be the continuous map such that the image of a
chosen generator of 71(S') under (h,.). is r € m1(BG"). Using h, we attach the 2-cell E? to BG*.
This gives the 2-skeleton BG2, with the property that m;(BG?) = G. The 3-skeleton BG? is
defined by attaching 3-cells to BG? in such a way that m(BG®) = 0 and, by induction, the
(n + 1)-skeleton BG™*! is defined similarly in such a way that m,(BG"*1) = 0 for n > 2. The
CW-complex BG is the resulting inductive limit BG := U{BG" |n > 0}. By construction BG
is an Eilenberg—Mac Lane space of type (G, 1), that is, a K(G,1)-space. Furthermore, there is
a principal G-bundle EG — BG with EG contractible.

The following lemma is a refinement of Hopf’s theorem (see [Hop42]) saying that there is an
isomorphism
RN |[F, F]

Hy(BG,Z) — R
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LEMMA 2.8. Let G be a finite group, and let BG be the CW-complex defined above. There is
an isomorphism

R/|F,R] = Hy(BG, BG")

such that the following diagram is commutative:

0

Hy(BG) H,(BG,BG"Y — H;(BG') — H;(BG) —0

| | | |

0 —— (RN[F, F])/[F,R] R/|F, R] Fab Gob 0,

where all the homology groups are with integer coefficients, the horizontal sequences are exact
(the upper one being part of the homology sequence of the pair (BG, BG')), and the vertical
arrows are isomorphisms (the one on the left is given by Hopf’s theorem, the two on the right
are the canonical isomorphisms Hy = 7?).

Proof. Recall that the homology of a CW-complex K = {K"},cn can be computed as follows
(cf. [Mas91, Chapter IX]). Define

Cn(K) := Hy (K™, K™ 1),

On: Cn(K) — Cn—l(K)a On = Jn—10 0k,
where 0,: H,(K™, K" ') — H,_1(K"!) is the boundary operator of the long exact sequence
of the pair (K", K" ') and j,_1: H, 1(K" ') — H, (K" !, K"2) is the homomorphism
induced by the inclusion map. Then {Ce(K), ds} is a complex and H,,(K) = H,(C4(K)).

We regard BG! as a 1-dimensional CW-complex, so the above construction gives the com-
plexes Co(BG) and Co(BG'). Notice that the inclusion BG! — BG gives an injective map
Co(BGY) — Co(BG) and define

Ce(BG,BG') := C4(BG)/Ca(BG?) .

Since Cy,(K) is the free group with basis in 1-1 correspondence with the n-cells of K, we obtain
the diagram

0 0 C3(BG) — C3(BG, BG') —= 0

0 0 Cy(BG) —= Cy(BG, BGY) — =0
(2.4)

0 — C1(BGY) —= C1(BG) 0 0

0 — Cy(BG') —— Co(BG) 0 0
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FiGURE 1.

where all rows are exact. Using the isomorphisms H,,(K) = H,,(Ce(K)), the long exact homology
sequence of the pair (BG,BG'), and the long exact homology sequence associated with the
previous diagram, we obtain isomorphisms

H,(Ce(BG,BG")) = H,(BG,BG") for all n.

Consider now the morphism Cy(BG) — R/[F, R] induced by sending any element of Co(BG) to
the homotopy class of its boundary. By (2.4) we have isomorphisms C,,(BG, BG') — C,(BG)
for n > 2, and so we obtain a group homomorphism

Cy(BG,BG") — R/[F,R]. (2.5)

By [Hop42, Satz 1] it follows that the kernel of (2.5) is 9 (C5(BG, BG')) = 8 (C5(BG)). So we
get the homomorphism

H,(BG,BG') — R/[F,R]. (2.6)
By construction, the diagram in the statement commutes and (2.6) is an isomorphism by the
5-lemma. n

Let now p: C' — C’ be a G-covering branched at y1,...,yq € C’. Fix once and for all a point
yo € C'"\{y1,...,ya} and a geometric basis 71, ..., 74, a1, B1, . - ., &g, By of T (C'\{w1, - . ya}, vo).
The monodromy of p evaluated at the chosen geometric basis gives the Hurwitz generating system
v € HS(G;¢',d), well defined up to conjugation, which in turn determines p (by Riemann’s
existence theorem). For I' = Iy, the e-invariant of v is an element of

Kr := R/Rr = (R/[F,R])/{{ab¢"'b~" |a € T, ab = bc)).

If p is unramified, then, under the identification (RN [F, F|)/[F, R] = Hy(BG,Z), the element
e(v) of (RN [F, F))/[F,R] = Hy(BG,Z) coincides with the image Bp.[C'] € Ho(BG,Z) of the
fundamental class of C’ under the morphism induced in homology by a classifying map Bp: C' —
BG of p. We want to extend this topological interpretation of the e-invariant to the ramified
case.

By definition, any loop ~; of the geometric basis consists of a path 7; from yy to a point z;
near y; and of a small loop around y;. Let ¥ be the Riemann surface (with boundary) obtained
from C’ after removing the open discs surrounded by these small loops. Fix once and for all
a CW-decomposition of ¥ as follows. The 0-skeleton X0 consists of the point 3y and, for any
i=1,...,d, the intersection 2 of 4; and the small circle of 4; around ;. The 1-skeleton X! is
given by the geometric basis and the 2-skeleton X2 consists of one cell (see Figure 1).

The restriction py of p: C — C’ to p~}(X) is an unramified G-covering of ¥ and hence
corresponds to a continuous map Bps.: ¥ — BG, well defined up to homotopy. Let Bp;: ¥ — BG
be a cellular approximation of Bpy. Since Bp; can be regarded as a map of pairs Bp;: (X,0%) —
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(BG, BG'), the push-forward of the fundamental (orientation) class [%, 9Y] gives an element
Bp1,[%,0%] € Hy(BG,BG') = R/[F, R].

This element depends on the chosen cellular approximation Bp; of Bps, but its image in Kr
does not (see Lemma 2.9).

In order to compute Bp;, [, 0%] it is useful to recall the construction of Bp;. As before, let
v = (61, ceeyCdy 01,01, , Qg bg/) S Gd+29/

be a Hurwitz generating system of p with respect to the given geometric basis. Consider the
relation

g
Ha], € m BG)

and a continuous map h,: X' — BG"! representlng r. By the construction of BG there is a 2-
cell E, attached along h,. Choose a homeomorphism F, = 32. So we get a continuous map
Bpi: ¥ — BG. To prove that Bp; is homotopic to Bp, we need to prove that the pull-back
Bpi(EG — BG) under Bp; of EG — BG is px: p~}(3) — X. This follows from the fact that
EG — BG is the universal cover and from the fact that the monodromy vector of Bp;(EG —
BGQG) with respect to the given geometric basis coincides with v up to conjugation. Moreover, by
the proof of Lemma 2.8, it follows that under the isomorphism Hy(BG, BG') = R/[F, R),

Bp1,[2,0%)] = ch H aj,b;] € R/[F,R]. (2.7)

LEMMA 2.9. Let I' = 'y C G, where v is the Hurwitz generating system of p with respect to
the given geometric basis. Then the image of Bp;,[2,0%] in Kt does not depend on the cellular
approximation Bp, of Bp. Denote this element by Bp.[2,0%] € Kp. Then, by (2.7) we have

Bp.[¥,0%] =¢(v) € Kr.

Proof. Let Bpy: (%,0%) — (BG, BG') be another cellular approximation of Bpy. Then there
exists a homotopy F': I x ¥ — BG such that F'(0,z) = Bpi(z) and F(1,z) = Bpa(z) for all
x € 3, where I = [0, 1]. Without loss of generality, we may assume that F is cellular with respect
to the standard CW-decomposition of I x ¥ [Whi78, (4.7)]:

(I x )" UI’ x Nt

where I is seen as a 1-dimensional CW-complex with I° = {0} U {1}.
Consider now the chain homotopy

on: Cn(BG) — Chy1(BG)
between the chain maps Bp;y and Bpsy associated with F'. Then we have (cf. [Mas91, (7.4.1)])
Bp1y — Bpay = Ont10¢n + Pn—100n .
From this it follows that
Bp1[3,0%] — Bps, [, 0% = [¢1(0%)] € Hy(BG, BG').
Notice that
[p1(0%)] = (Firxax), [I x 0%,0(I x 0%)] € Hy(BG, BG").
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The claim now follows from the fact that I x 9 is the union of cylinders I x S! and
(Firxos), [T xS 0(I x §*)] = abe™ b7,

where a (respectively, ¢) is the image of the fundamental class of {0} x S ! (respectively, {1} x S1)
under F' and b is the image of I x {z;} under F for some z; € ¥0. Notice that, since the image
(Firxos), [T x S*,0(I x S1)] is the class of a 2-cell, ab¢~'b~! must be a relation for G. O

3. The main theorem

In this section we prove our main result. Roughly speaking, it says that for ¢’ sufficiently large,
the map given by the é-invariant (2.2) is injective and its image is independent of ¢’ and coincides
with the classes of admissible v-types. We begin with the following definition.

DEFINITION 3.1. Let v € HS(G; ¢/, d), and let v(v) € @ Z(C) (C runs over the set of non-trivial
conjugacy classes of ) be the vector whose C-component is the number of v; for j < d which
belong to C. The map

v: HS(Gsg',d) - @ Z(C) (3.1)
c
obtained in this way induces a map
7. HS(G:d',d)/Aut(G) — (@Z(C)) /Aut(G)
C
which is Map(g’, d)-invariant; therefore we get a map
D: (HS(G; g, d) /Aut(G)) /Map(g', d) — (@Z(C)) JAut(G) .
C
For any v € HS(G; ¢/, d), we call 0(v) the (unmarked) v-type of v (the marked version v(v) is
called the shape in [FVI1]).

Remark 3.2. Let v € HS(G;¢',d), and let ', C G be the union of the conjugacy classes of the
v; for j < d. The abelianization G‘l’il: of Gr, can be described as follows:

Gt = P ze) P Zig),

where C denotes a conjugacy class of G. Moreover, v(v) coincides with the vector whose C-
components are the corresponding components of the image in G%Z of e(v) € Gr, under the
natural homomorphism Gr, — G%IZ . It follows that v in (3.1) factors as

v=Aoeg,

A: J[&r - @z
r C

is induced from the abelianization Gr — Gl‘ib. To take into account the automorphisms of G one

where

similarly defines A in such a way that U = Ao’

DEFINITION 3.3. An element

(ne)e € P z(c)
c
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is admissible if ne > 0 for all C and the following equality holds in G for its natural Z-module

structure:
> ne-[c] =
C

where [C] denotes the class of any element of C in the abelianization of G.

Accordingly, we say that @ € (B Z(C)) /Aut(G) is admissible if it is the class of an
admissible element.

The main result of the paper is then the following.

THEOREM 3.4. Let G be a finite group. For any d € N, there is an integer s = s(d) such that
£: (HS(G;¢',d)/Aut(G)) /Map(g', d) (HKF>/Aut

is injective for all ¢ > s. Moreover, for all ¢ > s, the image of ¢ is independent of ¢’ and

coincides with the pre-image under A of the admissible D-types @ € (B Z(C)) /Aut(G) such
that ) -nc =d.

The main tool to understand the set (HS(G; ¢, d)/Aut(G))/Map(g’,d) is provided by the
so-called stabilization, which we are going to review once more. For any Hurwitz generating
system

v={(c1,...,¢d,a1,b1,...,ay,by) € HS(G;¢',d),
define the (h-)stabilization v of v inductively by

=0, o= (Cly-.-y¢€dya1,b1,...,aq,by,1,1), o = (vh_l)1 for all h € N.

Topologically, if v corresponds to the monodromy u: 71(C’) — G, then v" corresponds to the
monodromy u": 71 (C'#C"”) — G obtained by extending i by 1 on the elements of 71 (C"), where
C" is an oriented surface of genus h and C'#C" is the connected sum of C’ and C”.

It is easy to see that stabilization satisfies the following properties: the e-invariant does not
change under stabilization,

e(v) =e(@) forall v, h, (3.2)
and it respects the equivalence relation given by the actions of Aut(G) and Map(g’, d). Therefore
we have maps

(HS(G; ) /Aut(G)> /Map(g', d) — <HS(G; d +h,d) /Aut(G)) /Map(g' + h,d), Vg hd,
[v] s [o"]. (3.3)

Moreover, the e-invariant is stably a fine invariant. This is the content of the following theorem
that extends to the ramified case the analogous result of Livingston [Liv85] for non-ramified group
actions (see also [DT06, Zim&7)).

THEOREM 3.5. Let G be a finite group, and let v,w € HS(G;¢',d) such that v(v) = v(w); in
particular, I'y =Ty, = T'. If e(v) = e(w) € KT, then there exists an h € N such that the classes
of v" and w" in (HS(G; ¢’ + h,d)/Aut(G))/Map(g’ + h,d) coincide.

We postpone the proof of this theorem to the next section. Here we use it to give a proof of
Theorem 3.4.
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Proof of Theorem 3.4. First of all, for ¢’ > |G|, any v € HS(G; ¢’ + 1,d) is a stabilization; that
is, the map

s+ HS(G;g',d)/Map(g',d) — HS(G; ¢ +1,d)/Map(g’ + 1,d)

induced by v v!

is surjective. This follows from the proof of [DT06, Proposition 6.16], where the result is stated
for free group actions, but the same proof works also for non-free actions.

As a consequence, (3.3) is surjective for ¢’ > |G|.

Since the sets (HS(G;g',d)/Aut(G))/Map(g',d) are finite, there exists an integer' s = s(d)
such that (3.3) is bijective for any ¢’ > s and h > 1.

Let now ¢’ > s and let v,w € HS(G;¢',d) with (v) = e(w). From Theorem 3.5 there exists
an h with [v"] = [w"] € (HS(G; ¢’ +h,d)/Aut(G)) /Map(g’ + h, d). Since stabilization is bijective
in this range, we get [v] = [w] € (HS(G; ¢/, d)/Aut(G))/Map(g’, d). Hence € is injective for ¢’ > s.

The fact that Im(£) does not depend on ¢’ now follows from (3.2).

We now prove that Im(€) is the pre-image under A of the admissible U-types
(ne)e € (D)) /Aut()
C

such that > . n¢ = d for any ¢’ > s. First, notice that for any representative (n¢)e € @, Z(C)
of such an admissible -type, there exists a v € HS(G; s + 1,d) with v(v) = (n¢)e.

Indeed, there exists a (ci,...,cq) with v(ci,...,cq) = (n¢)c because ne > 0 for all C. And
for any such (ci, ..., cq), the condition to be admissible implies that ¢; - - - ¢4 € [G, G], hence this
is a product of commutators:

cLe e cq = (ﬁ[aj,bj])_l

j=1

for some r € N. If ¢1,...,¢q,a1,b1,...,ar,b, do not generate G, we add pairs of the form (g, 1),
so we obtain a Hurwitz generating system w € HS(G;r, d) with v(w) = (n¢)c. Moreover, we may
assume 1 > s. Since ¢y is surjective for ¢’ > s, we get a Hurwitz system v € HS(G;s + 1,d)

whose stabilization is 1\7[;p(g’ , d)-equivalent to w and the claim follows.

Finally, we prove that for any £ € Kr for I' = I, with A(§) = (n¢)c, there exists a w €
HS(G; s + 1,d) with e(w) = €. Since A(E) = A(e(v)) = (n¢)e, we have e(v)™! - € € Hor(G).
By (2.3) there exists an n € Hy(G,Z) which maps to e(v)~! - £&. Since bordism is the same
as homology in dimension 2 (cf. also [DT06, Theorem 6.20]), there is a Hurwitz system v' €
HS(G; h,0) such that (v') = n € Hy(G,Z). Let v" € HS(G; s + 1 + h,d) be the system whose
first d + 2(s + 1) components coincide with those of v and whose last 2h components are those
of v; then we have e(v”) = £. By (3.2) the system w € HS(G; s + 1,d) that maps to v” under
Ssth O -+ 06gy1 satisfies e(w) = €. This concludes the proof of the theorem. ]

To prove that s can be explicitly given it would suffice to show that once Gg' is bijective, ¢4 is also bijective
for g" > ¢'.
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4. Proof of Theorem 3.5

Let v,w € HS(G, ¢, d) be two Hurwitz generating systems with v(v) = v(w) and e(v) = e(w). If

V= (U1, Vd; Vdt1,Vd42; - - - U429/~ 1, Vd+2g')
and W= (W1, .., W3 W1, W25 - - Wit 2g'—1> Wd4+2g" ) »
then, without loss of generality (using braid group moves on the first d components), we may
assume that v; is conjugate to w; for i = 1,...,d, and that the following equality holds:
d g d g
1@ [ [lware=1, warz;) = [[ 6 [ [Warzj=1, tara;]  (mod Rr). (4.1)
i=1  j=1 i=1  j=1

for{=1,...,N, with :L'g,ZgGF such that

d s N

AAAAAA +1
sz H Wat2j—1, Wat2j) = H H Varzj—1,0ar2y) | [ (Femeze ™ ge™) (mod [F, R]). (4.2)
=1 =1 =1

PROPOSITION 4.1. Let v,w € HS(G, ¢’,d) be two Hurwitz generating systems. Assume that the
following hypotheses are satisfied:

(i) vi=w; fori=1,...,d;

(ii)) ev(0) = ev(w) (mod [F, R]) (that is, N =0 in (4.2));
(iii) G = (Vg41,--.,Vayag’) = (Wdg1s-- - Wdy2g')-
Then v and w are stably equivalent.

Proof. We have

d g d g
=[5 [[[warzj1, Warz) = ev(d) = [ [ [ [var2s 1, 9a12;]  (mod [F, R)),
i=1 j=1 i=1 gj=1
hence

/ !
g g

—_— —_— —_—

[Wat2j—1, Wat2;] = | |[Vat2j—1,Vat2;] (mod [F,R]). (4.3)

j=1 Jj=1

Recall Miller’s result in [Mil52]:
Hy(G,Z) = Z(G)/B(G),
where Z(G) and B(G) are defined as follows. Miller considers the free group (G, G) on all pairs
(x,y) with z,y € G (here we follow the notation in [Mil52] and [Zim87, § 1, p. 249]), which has
a natural homomorphism

e: (G,G)—» [G,G], (x,y)+— [z,y].

Then Z(G) is defined as ker(e).
By the same arguments as those following [Mil52, Theorem 2, p. 593], there is another natural
homomorphism

(G,.G) = F/[F.R], (x,y)~— [Z,9],
which has kernel B(G), where B(G) is normally generated by the relations R; appearing in
formulas (1.1)—(1.4) of [Zim87].
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Let us now consider the elements

g

g/
Q(w) = [[(warzj—1,waras), Q) = [ [(varaj1, vara;) -
J=1 j=1

Then (4.3) can be interpreted as saying
Qw) =Qv) (mod B(G)). (4.4)

To show from this property that v and w are stably equivalent, one could refer to [Liv85, Zim&7]
in the special case where both sides are in Z(G) = ker((G,G) — [G, G]). But, since we need to
establish a more general claim, we elaborate on the proof given in [Zim87].

By hypothesis (4.4) we have
Q(v) = Qw) X1 R X] ' XoRo X5t € (G, GY, (4.5)

where X; € (G,G) and the R; are the relations (1.1)—(1.4) of [Zim87] or their inverses (notice
that in formula (1.4) of [Zim&7], (z,y)* should read (y, z)*). Let us write the right-hand side of
(4.5) as

—-

(uj, ) (4.6)

1

j
where €; = 1 and (uj,u';) = (Way2j—1, Wa25) if j=1,...,¢ , while for j > ¢’ we have

<ug/+1, u/g/+1>€gl+1 e <uk17ulk1>€k1 = Xl s
<uk1+1,u/k1+1>6’“1“ T <Uk27ulk2>€k2 = Ry,
<uk2+17 u/k2+1>6k2+1 T <uk37 u/k3>€k3 = ‘Xl_1 ’

and so on. The ¢; are all +1 or —1. We obviously have, for instance, (ug,, t's,) = (ugy1, % g41)
and € €41 = —1, and similarly for the other factors.

Let us consider the étale Hurwitz vector
w = (Zl,Zi,ZQ,Zé,...,ZM,Zﬁw),
where (25,2;) = (uj,u’;) if ¢ = 1, while (25, 2}) = (uj,u;) if ¢ = —1. Notice that, by hy-
pothesis (iii), the components of w’ generate G. Define vet := (Vay1,Vdat2,- -, Vag/—1,Vag) and

Wet := (W41, W42, - - -, Wag'—1,Waq ). We now proceed as follows: we first prove that ve is stably
equivalent to w’, and then that w’ is stably equivalent to wet.

Step 1: vey is stably equivalent to w’. The element Q(v) is a positive word. Hence, after
cancelling pairs of consecutive letters of type (u,u){u,u )~ or (u,u)" {u,u) in (4.6), we end
with the positive word Q(v) again.

Notice that pairs of consecutive letters like (u,u’)(u,u )™ or (u,u)~'(u,u’) in (4.6) corre-
spond to 4-tuples of consecutive coordinates of w’ like (u,u’,u’,u) or (v, u,u,u’), by the con-
struction of w’. Now, we can use Zimmermann’s moves to transform these 4-tuples to (1,1,1,1).
Indeed, a direct computation shows that any automorphism ¢ of the form (2.1)—(2.5) in [Zim87]
is induced by an automorphism ¢ of Il 4 such that ¢(v;) = v; for i = 1,...,d. Hence by the
extended Dehn—Nielsen theorem (see, for example, [ACG11, Chapter 15, §3] and the references
therein), ¢ is induced by an element of MAai)(g’ ,d).

Since ve is a Hurwitz vector for which (4.5) holds and whose components generate G (by
hypothesis (iii)), we obtain again a Hurwitz vector whose components generate G each time we
apply the previous transformation to w’. So the procedure can be repeated.
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Step 2: w' is stably equivalent to we;. We prove this statement in the case where there is
only one relation R; on the right-hand side of (4.5), that is, when

Qv) = Qw)XRX ' € (G,G), (4.7)
where X € (G,G) and R is one of the relations (1.1)—(1.4) of [Zim87] or their inverses. The
general case follows from this by induction on the number of relations R;.

So with wet = (u1,u}, ..., ug, u’g,) as before we can write

/ /! !/ !/ /
W= (U1, Uy U W gty 241 g s e e e s By Py

/ / / /
REk141y Rk 410+ + 1 Rkas Rlgr Fkys Rk s+ Zg/+1, Zg’+1) )
where the coordinates (zg/41, Z/g’+1’ ... ,zkl,zzl) correspond to X € (G, G).

The part (g, 41, 24, 115 - - - » Zka» Z4,) cOTesponds to R, hence it has one of the following forms
(we follow the convention that the relations of Zimmermann are rewritten as relators by multi-
plying the right-hand side by the inverse of the left-hand side):

(i) (z,z);

(ii) (z,y,y,2);

(ii) (z,zy,y", 2% x,2) or (z,x, 2%, y*, xy, 2);

(iv) (29" 2, [y, 2], 9, 2) or (2,9, [y, 2], , 9", 2%).

In case (iii), we apply move (2.9) of [Zim87] to the first alternative and thus reduce the sequence
to

(z,zy,xy, z,2%,1).
To the second alternative we have to apply moves (2.1) and a ‘mirror move’ (2.3") corresponding
0 (2.3) of [Zim87]?, where the roles of a; and b;| 1, respectively a;;1 and b;, are interchanged;
more specifically, (2.3") is
a; — ai((aibgl)a;il (biagl)) ,
b; — ((aibgl)aiﬂ (biagl))a;ilbi((aib;l)a;l (bz-agl)) ,
it — (aibgl)aiﬂ (bia;I) ,
bit1— bz‘+1bia¢_1 ;
thus reducing the sequence to (1,z%, z, xy, xy, 2).

In case (iv), we apply move (2.10) of [Zim87], respectively its ‘mirror move’, and reduce the
sequences to

(%, 9", y*, 2% x, 1), respectively (1,z,z% y*, y*, 2%).
Now we proceed as in step 1 for the 4-tuples of consecutive elements of type (u', u, u, '), and
we apply Lemma 2.6 of [Zim87] with moves of type (2.1) for the pairs of consecutive elements of
type (2,1), (1,2), and (z, 7).

Hence we have shown the stable equivalence of w’ with

/ / / / / /
(U1, Uy U W gy 290005 21+ e oy Zhys Py Zhys Phrs - o o5 Zgrds gi+1) -

2The reference contains a misprint: the first transformation in (2.3) should read a; — a;a;+1 b;ll.
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Again, as in step 1 we can get rid of 4-tuples of consecutive elements of type (u’, u, u, '), and
we obtain the stable equivalence of w’ with

Wet = (ubvlv-"aug’vvg')‘

We conclude that the two Hurwitz generating systems v and w are stably equivalent. O

We prove Theorem 3.5 by showing that v and w are stably equivalent to Hurwitz generating
systems for which the hypotheses of Proposition 4.1 are satisfied. This is achieved through two

reduction steps: first we prove that, after stabilization, we may assume v; = w; for i = 1,...,d
and G = (Va41,---,Vd4+2¢') = (Wd1, - - - Wdr2g); then we shall stabilize further to obtain N =0
in (4.2).

Step 1: Reduction to the case v; = w; (¢ =1,...,d) and G = (V441,...,Vd+2g’) =
(wd+1, ceey 'wd+2g/)
PROPOSITION 4.2. Let

v={(c1,...,¢cq;a1,b1,...,ay,by) € HS(G;¢',d)

be a Hurwitz generating system, and let g1,...,9q4 € G. Set ¢, = g,;cigi_l. Then, there exists a
¢ € Map(¢' + d,d) such that

L2 Ud = (Clla s 76:1;)‘1a/1'1, .- '7)‘da:u'daalab1, s 7ag’7bg’) : (48)
Here v? is obtained from v by adding d handles with trivial monodromies; that is, it is the

d-stabilization of v. Precise formulas for the A\ and u are given below.

We use the following result.

LEMMA 4.3. For any
(Cl, . ,cd;al,bl, R ,ag/,bg/) S HS(G,g,,d)
and for any x € GG, we have
(cl,...,cd;l,l,al,bl,...,agz,bg/) ~ (cl,...,cd;x,l,al,bl,...,ag/,bg/),

where ~ means that the two vectors are in the same Map(g', d)-orbit.

Proof. A direct computation shows that any automorphism ¢ of the form (2.1)—(2.5) in [Zim8&7]
is induced by a transformation ¢ € Map(¢’, d) such that ¢(~;) =; fori =1,...,d (cf. step 1 in
the proof of Proposition 4.1).

By the method of [Zim87, Lemma 2.6]*, it is true that for any x € (a1, ...,by) and any y € G,
(c1,.- - eqiy, La1,by, ..o ag,by) = (c1,. .. cq5 2y, 1,a1,b1, ... ag,by) .
Therefore it suffices to prove
(c1y..seqsx,1,a1,b1, .. ag,by) = (c1,...,cq¢@,1,a1,b1, ... ag, by)

for any ¢ = 1,...,d and any x. Using the braid group, it is enough to prove this equivalence
when ¢ = d: the result follows as a direct consequence of [CLP15, Proposition A.2(i)] with £ =1

3With the method of Zimmermann one would obtain yz instead of zy. However, using the moves (2.1) one sees
that (z,1) ~ (271, 1) for all z, hence (y,1) ~ (y~',1) ~ (y"'271, 1) ~ (zy, 1).
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FIGURE 2.

(see Figure 2), yielding the following useful transformation which leaves all the components of
the Hurwitz vector unchanged except for

—1 o -1
Vd1 F> VdVd+1, Ud > gvag ~, Where g:= (Udvd+1vd+2vd+1) . (4.9)
In our case vg = ¢4, v4+1 = x, and vg+2 = 1, so
Vdtl =T F> CqT, Vg =Cq+> Cq. ]

Proof of Proposition 4.2. The automorphism ¢ is the composition of the mapping classes corre-
sponding to steps 2—7 below. Set hy = 01_1 g1 and perform the following operations:

1. Add a trivial handle to v, obtaining (c1,...,cq;1,1,a1,b1,...,ay,by).
2. Bring c; to the dth position using the braid group:
(c1,.-,eq; L, 1, a1,b1,. .. aq,by) = (610261_1, el lan by, ag, bg/) )
3. Apply Lemma 4.3 with x = h:
(ClCQCIl, .oce,1ar, by, ay, bg/) =~ (Clcgcfl, c.ochy,ar, by, ay, bgl) .
4. Change hi,1 to hy, h; according to the automorphism of [Zim87, 2.1.b)].
5. Apply [CLP15, Proposition A.2(i)] again with £ =1 (see (4.9) and Figure 2):
(016201_1, ...,c1;h1,h1,a1,b1, .. .,ag/,bg/)
~ (creacr .., (erhihahy Ver (erhabah ) ™ erha, by an, b, .y ag, by )
= (016201_1, ... ,glclgl_l;clhl, hi,a1,b1,... a4, bg/)
= (616201_1, R C/1§ c1hy, hi,a1,b1, ... 04, bg/) .
6. Use the braid group to move the last monodromy to the first position:
(clcQCfl, oo cethi hyan b, . ag, bg/) ~ (c],¢,...,¢gc1hi, hiyar, by, ... ag,by),
where ¢; is a conjugate of ¢; for all 7.
ap

7. Repeat the steps above for ¢, with hy = & 193, h=72 , and so on. ]

Remark 4.4. The condition G = (Vg41, ..., Vdr2g’) = (Wdt1,- .-, W4yae) in Proposition 4.1 can
be achieved by using Lemma 4.3.

Step 2: Reduction to the case N =0

Let v and w be Hurwitz generating systems as in the beginning of the section. By step 1, we may
assume v; = w; for i = 1,...,d and G = (Vg41,---,Vi42¢) = (Was1,-- -, Wayay). By hypothesis
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we have

N
ev @[] @@z 'g )™ (mod [F,R]), (4.10)
/=1
where a:gygz[lyg_l =1, 0, =41, and xy, 2z, €T

The main result of this subsection is the following.
PROPOSITION 4.5. Let v,w € HS(G;¢, d) be Hurwitz generating systems with v(v) = v
and e(v) = e(w). Assume further v; = w; for i = 1,...,d and G = (vVay1,-- ., Vat2g)
(Wd1, - - -, Wayag). Then there exist an h € N and ¢, € Map(g + h,d) such that

(w)

—

ev( - wh) = ev(p - vh)  (mod [F, R])
(l/f'wh)iZ(so-vh)i foralli=1,...,d.

A~ A ~—] ~—

To prove Proposition 4.5, we first rewrite Hz (Zeteze 1)01Z in (4.10) as a product of
commutators of the form [7, é], where £ € T" and [, &] = 1. To achieve this, we use the following
identities.

LEMMA 4.6. Let x,y, z,y1,21 € G be such that
vyz ly =zl =1

of x,y, z, y1, z1:
(i) zgz~'y ' =y '7yz~! (mod [F, R]);
(i) (@25 =gzy e = 2571217 (mod [F, R));
(i) (#9219~ )(ﬁyif?f yTl) =iyyia gy (mod [F, R]);
(iv) 29727177 = ayo2 1Yo (mod [F, R]), where o = +1.
Proof. Congruences (i) and (ii) follow from the fact that if » € R, then
r=7 'ry (mod [F,R]).

For congruence (iii), notice that using congruence (i), we have

AAAAAAA

@zl Gnan ) = (7 e ) (BRA T T =97 2ginAa T i (mod [F, R)).
Moreover, this element is in R, since it is congruent to a product of two elements in R modulo
[F, R]. Hence we have by the usual token

glEggA T T = agga T g (mod [FLR]);
in fact, the right-hand side is just the conjugate of the left-hand side by . Finally,
(295 ) @rmia ) = @og) (A a e ) @gm) € [FL R
For congruence (iv) we use that [F, R] is a normal subgroup of F. We have

@975 ) (@7 ) = @0)E Y, 000 (@9°) " € [FR]. O

LEMMA 4.7. Let v, w be as in Proposition 4.5. Then there exist M € N and, form =1,..., M,
elements &, € I' and n,, € G with [{,,,n,] = 1, such that
M

ev() = ev(0) [ [&mm] (mod [F, R)).

m=1
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Proof. Using Lemma 4.6(ii) and (iv), rewrite (4.10) as

N
ev(i) = ev(d) [[@bé "6 ' (mod [F, R)), (4.11)
(=1
where ay = xp, by = yp, co = zp if op =1, and ap = zp, by = y[l, cg =zypif op = —1.
Consider the image of (4.11) in the abelianized group F. Since v; = w; for i = 1,...,d, we
get
N
@& ' =1 (mod [F,F]).
/=1
Hence there exists a permutation 7 € Gy such that ¢y = a, () for every £=1,..., N.

Let us treat first the case where 7 is a cycle of length N. In this case the set {a )|k € N}
equals {a1,...,an} and, since the product of the factors (mod [F, R]) is independent of the order,

N N-1
a1l o~~~ 11 — /1

HagbgCg 1bg = (a1b161 lbl ) H (CTk—l(l)ka(l)CTk(l) 1b7.k(1) ) (mod [F, R])

=1 k=1

N-1
Setting &1 := a1 and ny == [] byk(y), we obtain
k=0

N
PP by PN

[T@bec "o =&, m] (mod [F, R)),

=1

where the equivalence follows from Lemma 4.6(iii). Since the left-hand side of this equivalence is
in R, it follows that [{1,m1] = 1.
The general case, where 7 is a product of cycles of length less than IV, follows by induction. [

To complete the proof of Proposition 4.5, we need to know how ev(?) changes under the action
of the mapping class group, modulo [F, R]. Notice in fact that ev(?d) is Map(¢’, d)-invariant only
modulo Rr.

LEMMA 4.8. Let v € HS(G; ¢/, d) and let ¢ € Map(g/,d). Then we have
(i) ev(p-v)=ev(d) (mod [F,R]) if p(v;) = fori=1,...,d;
(ii) ev(gp-v) = ev(ﬁ)(@_lﬁflﬁvﬁlvwiﬂ) (mod [F, R)) if ¢ is the half-twist o;(v;, vi41) =
(Vit1, V3 Vivi1);
i) ev(F70) = ev(d) (G015 guag—1) (mod [F,R]) if ¢ is as in (4.9) ([CLP15, Proposition
P P

A.2(i)] with £ = 1), and then g = vdvdﬂvdﬂvﬁl.

Proof. The proof is similar to that of [CLP15, Proposition 3.6] (invariance of the e-invariant
under Map(¢’, d)).
Let a: F/[F, R] — G be the morphism g — g. Then ker(a) = R/[F, R] is central in F/[F, R].
We have
a((g-v)) =(p-v)i=al(p-0);) fori=1,....,d+24".
Hence, there are (; € R/[F, R] such that

(QD/\’U)z:(QOlA))ZCz fOri:1,...,d+29,.
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Since R/[F, R] < F/|F, R] is central, we can replace (¢ - v); with (¢-0); fori =d+1,...,d+2g
in the expression for ev(p - v). This is enough to prove the claim if ¢ acts as the identity on ~;
for i =1,...,d. Indeed, in this case, we have

ev(p-v) =ev(p-0) =ev(d)
by the fact that evaluation is invariant under mapping classes. This proves statement (i).

Statement (ii) follows by a direct computation.

Finally, consider the case where ¢ is as defined in (4.9) ([CLP15, Proposition A.2(i)] with
¢ =1). We have (¢ -v)g = gvgg~! and (¢ -v); = v; for i = 1,...,d — 1, where g € G is given

o~ — —

n € R/[F, R] (in particular, n is central) such that = = gn. It follows that

~~ ]

(¢ 0)a= (Gn)oa(gn) ' = Goug

Now, notice that

- 1~—

(F70)a = grag ™" = 505" (95277 "gvag ™)
= (- D) (5@_1?19%9’1) :

from which the claim follows. O

Proof of Proposition 4.5. Let M € N, &,, € I', and n,, € G be as in Lemma 4.7. Then

M
ev() = ev(0) [ [€m,7m] (mod [F,R]). (4.12)

m=1

Since &; € T, there exists a k € {1,...,d} such that vy= wy is conjugate to &;. Without loss of
generality, we assume k = d; otherwise we move v, and wj simultaneously to the dth position
using elementary braids.

Argueing as in Proposition 4.2, there exist ¢}, ¢} € 1\7[\21/1)(9’ + 1,d) such that

M
ev(ph - w!) = ev(@) - v1) [[ [Em, 7] (mod [F, R]), (4.13)
m=1

(h-wh)y = () -vl); fori=1,...,d,
(¢ wha= &1
Equation (4.13) holds true because of (4.12) and Lemmas 4.8 and 4.3. Moreover, there also exists

a o] € l\fa/p(g’ + 2,d) such that o1 - v2 = (¢} - v1)}, the vector obtained by adding one handle

with trivial monodromies to ¢ - vl.

By the argument of the proof of Lemma 4.3, this vector is 1\7[\2;p(g’ + 2, d)-equivalent to

(Ula o 7/Ud—17£1; n, 17 (Spll : Ul)d—i—h (Spll : Ul)d+2,7jd+1, ey Ud-i—?g’)

using only transformations as in Lemma 4.8(i). Here we use the assumption that the v; for j > d
generate G.

Using the automorphisms of [Zim&87, 2.1.a) and b)], we see that the vector is further equiva-
lent to

(U17 oo Ug-1,€15 1, m, (90/1 : Ul)d-i-l’ (30,1 : Ul)d+27 Vd+1y -+ Ud+2£]/) .
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Now, by (4.9) ([CLP15, Proposition A.2(i)] with ¢ = 1) there exists a @9 € 1\7[2&)(9’ + 2,d) such
that

11
w2 (p1-0) = (v1,. .o vae, Eméamy & &L (@) - v ) art, (01 v )asos Vatts - - - Varag)
= (Ul) s 7Ud—17£1;£177717 ((10,1 : ’Ul)d-i-l’ (SDII : Ul)d+2avd+1> cee 7Ud+2g’) 5

since [€1,m1] = 1 according to Lemma 4.7. The same property implies

ev(ia - o1 - v2) = ev(pr - 02)[E1, 7]

This proves the desired assertion if M = 1. The general case, where M > 1, is proven
inductively along the same lines. O
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