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Introduction

ILARIA MICHELI

Universita di Trieste

The ATRA WORKSHOP on linguistic, anthropological, archaeological, histori-
cal and philological issues related to areas or times in Africa characterized
by phenomena of transition was held in Trieste (Italy) on May 24-26, 2016.

The workshop represented the closing event of the three years inter-
disciplinary ATrA project (www.africantransitions.it), funded by the Italian
Ministry of Universities, Education and Research (MIUR) in the framework of
its FIRB 2012 initiative.

Aim of the workshop was the discussion, on an international level, of the
major themes treated during these years by the ATrA team, in order to stimu-
late a fruitful academic debate on the many facets of identity negotiation,
ethnicity and cultural affiliation such as contact, creolization, integration, ur-
banization, climate or cultural change, language and cultural switch, market
exchanges, human migration and any other possible related topics.

This edition contains both a collection of the papers actually discussed by
the ATrA team with the invited keynote speakers during the workshop, and
a selection of other contributions by scholars who answered a specific call
launched in the framework of the activities of the project.

The book is divided into three parts, corresponding to the three disciplines
involved in the debate: anthropology, archaeology and linguistics.
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All papers present context specific, very concrete case studies which bring
to light specific aspects of transition in terms of changing systems of values
(in an anthropological perspective), language shifts (starting from a descrip-
tive dimension) and linguistic and cultural exchanges (through the analysis
of written texts and artifacts).

Mechanisms of resilience and adaptation to new situations and contexts
are described through an investigation which in many cases has the flavor of
an intimate research, aimed above all at finding out the very essence of “be-
ing human”, be it in ancient or modern contexts and in small scale or large
scale societies.

All the papers have been written by specialists of a determined discipline
with the true aim to address scholars who could be expert in a different do-
main of the human sciences with respect to their own, in order to encourage
eccentric reflections and stimulate a true multi-level and multi-disciplinary
dialogue.

Therefore, this edition is not aimed at proposing solutions, but rather at
putting on the table new hints and traces that each reader, according to her/
his specific interests, can synthesize in a “viable toolbox” allowing her/him
to orient her/himself in any other contexts in transition.

Due to the miscellaneous nature of the book and in order to facilitate its
reading, each paper is introduced by an abstract and accompanied by a set
of keywords.
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