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Abstract: Time-resolved optical spectroscopy (TR-OS) has emerged as a fundamental spectro-
scopic tool for probing complex materials, to both investigate ground-state-related properties and
trigger phase transitions among different states with peculiar electronic and lattice structures. We
describe a versatile approach to perform polarization-resolved TR-OS measurements, by combin-
ing broadband detection with the capability to simultaneously probe two orthogonal polarization
states. This method allows us to probe, with femtoseconds resolution, the frequency-resolved
reflectivity or transmittivity variations along two mutually orthogonal directions, matching the
principal axis of the crystal structure of the material under scrutiny. We report on the results
obtained by acquiring the polarization-dependent transient reflectivity of two polytypes of the
MoTe2 compound, with 2H and 1T’ crystal structures. We reveal marked anisotropies in the
time-resolved reflectivity signal of 1T’-MoTe2, which are connected to the crystal structure of
the compound. Polarization- and time- resolved spectroscopic measurements can thus provide
information about the nature and dynamics of both the electronic and crystal lattice subsystems,
advancing the comprehension of their inter-dependence, in particular in the case of photoinduced
phase transitions; in addition, they provide a broadband measurement of transient polarization
rotations.

© 2020 Optical Society of America under the terms of the OSA Open Access Publishing Agreement

1. Introduction

In the last years, time-resolved optical measurements have been used to shed light on a large variety
of open issues on the physics of complex and strongly-correlated materials [1]. Time-domain
measurements have been widely used to disentangle, by their different timescales, the degrees of
freedom of a system that at equilibrium are intertwined, thus advancing the comprehension of
ground state properties of solid state compounds [2]. Moreover, photoexcitation at high fluence
(≈0.2-2 mJ/cm2) makes it possible to trigger phase transitions among different states of a sample,
often not attainable under equilibrium conditions, obtaining a true ultrafast control over the
functional properties of materials [3]. The advent of spectroscopic measurements, making use of
broadband, supercontinuum pulses [4–7], helped to put on a more solid base the interpretation of
the reflectivity or transmittivity transients [8], by connecting the measured quantities to specific
modifications of the dielectric function and the underlying band structure [9]. The progress of
laser and instrumentation technology improved this approach, so that weak transient signals as
originated by a gentle excitation of samples can nowadays be revealed [10,11]. Here, we describe
a novel approach combining broadband detection with the ability to probe simultaneously two
polarization components of the probe pulse [12]. When the crystal axes of the compound under
scrutiny are oriented along these components, it is possible to probe the lattice / structural degree
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of freedom. As we will show in the following, this fact is important for materials possessing
anisotropic optical properties. Under equilibrium conditions, the anisotropy can be ascribed
either to the symmetry of the crystal lattice, or to a specific electronic ordering (among which
nematicity is an example). Anisotropies can also emerge as a result of photo-excitation. In
this situation, the possibility to probe simultaneously the optical properties along two crystal
axes can be beneficial for the comprehension of the symmetry-breaking photoinduced phase
transitions. Simultaneous detection is indeed fundamental when exploring the evolution of the
time-resolved optical properties as a function of external parameters like temperature, fluence
or applied pressure. It ensures that the same experimental conditions, such as pump-probe
overlap, sample aging, and intensity fluctuations, are shared, allowing one to reveal even the
weakest polarization anisotropies. Hence, our approach opens the possibility to track in the
time-domain the evolution of the electronic and lattice properties, along with their symmetry. As
an example, we present the results achieved by investigating the out-of-equilibrium reflectivity
variation of two MoTe2 polymorphs, with 2H and 1T’ structure. They differ in the electronic
structure (semiconducting and semimetallic respectively) and in the lattice structure (hexagonal
and monoclinic, respectively) [13]. As our results show, these differences affect the time-resolved
reflectivity signal in the time domain, in the spectral domain, and in the symmetry of these
signals. Information in such three domains eases to disclose the ground state properties of
complex materials.

2. Symmetry considerations

The symmetry of the optical properties of a crystal is influenced by the spatial symmetry of its
crystal lattice, that determines the form of the linear susceptibility tensor χ(1). The seven possible
crystal systems that a crystal lattice can assume determine the symmetry of the linear optical
properties [14]. The natural reference system of choice to express χ(1) is the one of the cartesian
crystal axes x, y, z. In this notation, χ(1) is a diagonal tensor, with equal components, for the
cubic lattice system. Hence, in this situation the cartesian axes coincides with the principal
dielectric axes. For tetragonal, rhombohedral and hexagonal lattice systems χ(1) displays two
different eigenvalues; the one describing the xy plane properties is doubly-degenerate. This
defines uniaxial crystals. Finally, χ(1) for triclinic, monoclinic, and orthorhombic structures
displays three different eigenvalues, leading to biaxial crystals. Among these last structures, a
difference is that χ(1) is diagonal in the crystalline axis representation only for the orthorombic
lattice. For triclinic and monoclinic lattices, diagonalization leads to new principal dielectric axes
differing by a rotation with respect to the cartesian crystalline axes. Such a variety emphasizes
the importance to systematically extend the measurement of the time-resolved optical properties
including the symmetry information. Indeed, the vast majority of crystalline compounds are
birefringent, and isotropic materials only constitute a special case.

3. Experimental setup

Our development aims at joining broadband photon energy detection with the possibility to
measure simultaneously the optical properties along two crystalline axes. The optical setup is
sketched in Fig. 1(a)). The driving laser system is a Ti:Sapphire regenerative amplifier (Coherent
RegA), delivering 50 fs pulses at 800 nm, at a repetition rate of 250 kHz. The energy/pulse
available is 6-7 µJ. About 1 µJ/pulse is used for generating a single-filament [15–17] stable
supercontinuum beam, extending from 400 nm to the near-IR, which is used as a probe. The
spectrum is shown in Fig. 1(b)) for the two simultaneously-probed components. The residual seed
at 800 nm is suppressed by a 1% T @ 800 nm mirror (by Eksma Optics). The supercontinuum
probe beam polarization is oriented by a polarizer at 45 degrees with respect to the horizontal.
The orientation of samples is pre-determined by ex-situ Low Energy Electron Diffraction (LEED).
By aligning the cartesian axes of samples along the horizontal and vertical directions, the
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horizontally- and vertically-polarized components of the supercontinuum beam will each probe a
single principal axis. This situation is depicted in Fig. 1(c)). After the interaction with the sample,
the probe beam is directed to a Wollaston polarizer (made of calcite by Thorlabs, and with total
separation angle of 20 degrees). This single optical element carries out simultaneously two tasks,
namely: i) splitting the main beam into its vertical and horizontal components; ii) dispersing
the spectra on the detectors. In our setup, detector ’1’ is illuminated by the vertically-polarized
component, while detector ’2’ probes the horizontally-polarized component. Interferential
and colored filters have been used to perform the photon energy calibration: the dispersion
characteristics of the Wollaston polarizer, as provided by the manufacturer, has been interpolated
by a polynomial and fitted to the pixel versus photon-energy points. We also verify that the
dispersion characteristic of the Wollaston polarizer is similar for the two polarizations. The
bandwidth-per-pixel is ∼0.15 nm in the UV region to ∼3 nm in the IR region, resulting in an
effective resolution of the order ∼1 nm to ∼20 nm respectively, considering a spot size of 6-7
pixels on the detectors.

Fig. 1. a) Sketch of the setup for polarization-resolved broadband time-resolved optical
spectroscopy. The broadband supercontinuum probe beam is linearly polarized at 45 degrees
with respect to the optical table. After interaction with the sample, the beam is split and
dispersed on the detectors by a Wollaston polarizer. The labels of the optical elements have
the following meaning: L=lens; AC=achromatic doublet; hr=800 nm dielectric mirror;
m=Ag metallic mirror; I=iris; W=window; S=sapphire crystal; 1% OC=output coupler
with T=1% at 800 nm; FW=filter wheel; WP=Wollaston polarizer; CL=cylindrical lens.
b) H and V spectra as measured by the two detectors. c) Geometry of the experiment: the
vertically-polarized component interacts with the b axis of the sample and is detected by
detector ’1’; the horizontally-polarized component interacts with the a axis of the sample
and is detected by detector ’2’.

A home-made detector based on two Hamamatsu S10453 linear photodiodes array detectors,
digitized with a 16 bit - 10 MHz digitizer, is used for simultaneous detection of the two beams.
The detectors have 512 pixels, each 25 µm wide. The maximum line-rate achievable is ∼18
kHz. The integration time of the detectors is maximized to match this rate, hence every acquired
spectrum is the average of 14 laser pulses. The same digitizer samples synchronously the pump
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beam status, modulated by a mechanical chopper at ≈4 kHz (the pump beam is focused on the
chopper blade by a telescope). The setup can operate alternatively in reflection or in transmission.
For the transmission geometry, the probe beam hits the sample at normal incidence. For the
reflection geometry, slightly off-normal incidence is used (incidence angle ∼2.5 degrees) for
collecting the reflected beam. This approach permits to use the normal-incidence expressions
for the reflectivity or transmittivity when modelling the data in terms of a dielectric function.
In addition, both probe polarization components can be assumed to be s-polarized. The pump
beam hits the sample at an incidence angle of ∼15 degrees. Its polarization direction is set to 45
degrees with respect to the horizontal (and orthogonal to the probe polarization). In this way, the
pump beam will not excite preferentially the sample along one specific crystalline direction. In
the design of the setup, transmittive optical elements at normal incidence have been used in order
to introduce negligible polarization anisotropies (see Fig. 1); the drawback is the introduction of a
large chirp in the pulse because of the dispersion of its spectral components while passing through
the optical elements. However, as demonstrated in [18], multichannel detection allows one to
recover a high temporal resolution. The normalized reflectivity variation maps, ∆R/R(t, hν), are
shown in this paper after a correction of the chirp. We also developed a setup for ultra-broadband
time-resolved optical spectroscopy, with which we acquire complementary measurements. Its
distinctive feature is the ultra-broadband probing capability, covering a bandwidth in excess of
1000 nm, in the range 470-1550 nm (corresponding to 0.8-2.7 eV). This result is achieved thanks
to the use of InGaAs detectors (Hamamatsu G11608-256) with special doping, that extends their
sensitivity toward the visible spectral range. In order to achieve a sizeable dispersion in the
near-IR range, we make use of an equilateral SF11 prism, that renders this scheme best suited to
operate in p polarization.

4. Transient reflectivity of MoTe2 polytypes

We perform time-resolved reflectivity measurements on the molybdenum ditelluride (MoTe2)
system. It can be synthesized under the form of different polymorphs, differing for both the
electronic and crystal structure (and their type of symmetry). In particular, the possible polytypes
are three: the 2H form (an indirect-gap semiconductor with hexagonal lattice), the 1T’ form and
the Td form. The last two structures share a semimetallic electronic structure, but differ in the
crystal structure, which is monoclinic for the 1T’ form and orthorhombic for the Td form [19,20].
A phase transition among these last two structures is obtained by varying the temperature T across
Tc ∼240 K, from the 1T’ high-T phase to the Td low-T phase [21]. MoTe2 gained recently large
attention for a number of important properties, including a Type-II Weyl-semimetal character (in
the Td non-centrosymmetric phase) [22–24], an extremely large magnetoresistance [25–27], the
possibility to easily obtain monolayers, displaying modified electronic properties with respect to
their bulk counterpart (the 2H phase becomes a direct-gap semiconductor) [28,29], and finally,
for the possibility of inducing phase transitions among different polytypes [30–33], including
topological phase transitions. We perform measurements at room-temperature (T=300 K), hence
we probe the 2H and 1T’ phases. Both samples (provided by HQ Graphene) have been aligned
with the a (x) axis along the horizontal direction.

Figure 2 shows the ∆R/R(t, hν) maps for the 2H compound (panels a,b) and 1T’ compound
(panels c,d). They are displayed as a function of the pump-probe delay t and probe photon
energy hν, for both horizontal polarization H (probing the x-axis optical properties) and vertical
polarization V (probing the y-axis optical properties). The pump fluence used for all the
experiments is set to 400±50 µJ/cm2. The two compounds show markedly different time-resolved
optical properties. More interestingly, a striking difference in their symmetry for H and V probing
directions is revealed. The 2H polytype displays isotropic ∆R/R(t, hν) along the a and b axis,
consistently with its uniaxial crystal structure. At variance, the 1T’ polytype shows largely
anisotropic signals, due to the biaxial crystalline structure. These results originate from the
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symmetry of the equilibrium optical properties, connected to the symmetry of each lattice system.
In order to investigate in detail the time-resolved optical properties of the two compounds, we
consider slices of the ∆R/R(t, hν) maps at fixed pump-probe delay and photon energy.

Fig. 2. Maps of the time-and-spectrally resolved normalized reflectivity variations,
∆R/R(t, hν), for the polymorphic compounds 2H-MoTe2 and 1T’-MoTe2. The ∆R/R
signal is displayed as a false-color map; the colorscale is indicated on the right. The probed
crystallographic axis is indicated on top of each map. The hexagonal structure of the 2H
polytype leads to isotropic non-equilibrium optical properties; the monoclinic structure of
the 1T’ polytype leads instead to markedly anisotropic non-equilibrium optical properties.

Figure 3 shows the results recorded on 2H-MoTe2. ∆R/R(t, hν) slices at fixed pump-probe
delay (t=300 fs, 2.5 ps, 6 ps, 12 ps) are compared for H and V probe directions. They are reported
in panels a)-d) of Fig. 3, respectively, to show to what extent our setup is capable of providing
accurate measurements. In the case of 2H polytype, we indeed expect an isotropic behavior.
By comparing the spectra for H and V polarization, it emerges that the setup provides accurate
results in a wide spectral range, ranging from ∼1.8 eV to ∼2.4 eV. In the UV side we notice a
small discrepancy that could be due to a non-perfect balancement of the H and V spectra. In
the near-IR side instead, the results are affected by the scattering of the pump pulse at 800 nm
(1.55 eV) on the detectors. This effect is attenuated by placing a polarizer on the reflected probe
beam, for pump and probe beams are cross-polarized. This expedient allows us to obtain clean
∆R/R maps down to ≈1.35 eV, as shown in Fig. 3(f). However, because of the polarizer, the
possibility to measure anisotropies is lost, since each detector naturally samples an average signal
equal to (∆R/RH+∆R/RV )/2≡ (H+V)/2. We show in Fig. 3(e) the evolution of the ∆R/R(hν)
signal for the selected delays. Curves have been obtained by averaging the H, V channels. The
time-evolution shows a picosecond-timescale decay, with ∆R/R assuming more positive values
on the full spectral range. We superimpose in Fig. 3(e) the data extracted from the dataset
reported in Fig. 3(f), covering a wider photon energy range (1.35-2.6 eV). The results are in very
good agreement. Hence, at the expense of polarization sensibility, an extended spectral range is
accessible. Finally, Fig. 3(g) shows the temporal dynamics extracted at three photon energies,
hν=2.43 eV, hν=2.21 eV, hν=1.94 eV. A picoseconds-timescale relaxation dynamics is detected.
Solid lines are the fit to the data obtained with a double-exponential decay convoluted with
a Gaussian function having FWHM (Full-Width-at-Half-Maximum) of 100 fs, accounting for
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the experimental time resolution (pump-probe cross-correlation). At hν=2.43 eV and hν=1.94
eV, the dynamics can be captured by a single exponential component, with negative sign and
relaxation timescale of 1.75±0.15 ps. Two exponential components are required instead to fit the
dynamics at hν=2.21 eV. In addition to the negative component already discussed (with unvaried
timescale), a positive component with exponential time-constant of 6.0±0.2 ps is required to
properly fit the data. The two exponential components detected are likely associated to two
different relaxations channels involving different pathways and optical transitions.

Fig. 3. Spectral profiles for 2H-MoTe2 at constant time-delays (indicated in Fig. 2(a,b):
a) t=300 fs; b) t=2.5 ps; c) t=6 ps; d) t=12 ps), for the a and b axis. At all delays, the
time-resolved optical properties are isotropic. e) The average of H and V components in
the range 1.8-2.6 eV is compared to a measurement on a larger (1.35-2.6 eV) spectral range
(thick curves), obtained by placing a polarizer on the probe beam after interaction with the
sample. The corresponding measurement is shown in f). Panel g) shows the relaxation
dynamics as recorded at hν=2.43 eV, hν=2.21 eV, hν=1.94 eV. Black lines are the fit to the
data, obtained as described in the main text.

The non-equilibrium optical properties recorded on the 1T’ polytype present markedly different
features, as reported in Fig. 4. Panels a), b), c) show slices at fixed pump-probe delay (t=300
fs, 2.5 ps, 12 ps) for both H and V probe directions, respectively. For all the time delays, a
marked asymmetry is evident, on the whole photon energy range. In each panel we also plot
the difference among the H and V components, to emphasize the anisotropy. Panels d) and
e) show the evolution of the ∆R/R(hν) signal for H and V polarizations respectively, at the
selected delays. In the case of 1T’-MoTe2 compound, the spectra show a fast relaxation toward
a plateau lasting for several tens of picoseconds. For both polarizations, the ∆R/R(hν) signal
assumes more positive values at long pump-probe delays. Figure 4(f) shows the rotation of the
reflected probe linear polarization with respect to the incident direction, expressed in degrees.
The expression we derived, valid for a balanced incident probe beam (that is, oriented at 45
degrees), is: θ = (1/4)(H − V) = (1/4)(∆R/RH − ∆R/RV ), which holds for small rotation angles.
The rotation arises from the fact that a different magnitude of the ∆R/R(hν) signal along two
orthogonal directions, due to the anisotropic optical properties of the material, leads to an
effective rotation of the direction of the electric field of the reflected beam, with respect to the
incident one. In the case of 1T’-MoTe2, this rotation has a strong photon energy dependence, with
a maximum value of the order 0.05 degrees at hν ∼1.9 eV, and is almost constant in the range
1.8-2.4 eV at all delays. Figure 4(g) and 4h show the relaxation dynamics as extracted at hν=2.36
eV and hν=1.94 eV, for H and V polarization respectively. The dynamics have been fitted by two
exponential decays: a fast, negative component with time-constant τ1=460±20 fs, and a positive
component with a larger timescale (τ2 ∼2-8 ps) that brings the ∆R/R(t) signal to a plateau which
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lasts for times well in excess of the investigated delay range. The results of the fit are displayed
as black solid lines. This dynamics is consistent with the metallic nature of the 1T’-MoTe2
compound. The fast dynamics (described by τ1) can be associated to electron-phonon scattering
processes; the slower timescale (described by τ2) is originated instead by the superposition of
spectroscopic features of ∆R/R(t, hν) having opposite sign and different magnitude, giving rise
to a fictitious dynamics. Finally, the long-lasting plateau is likely due to the heating of the
lattice. Superimposed to the incoherent dynamics of 1T’-MoTe2, we reveal periodic oscillations,
indicating the excitation of coherent phonons. We analyze in detail the features at hν=2.36 eV;
however, similar results are obtained at hν=1.94 eV. The Fast-Fourier-Transform (FFT) of the
residuals (obtained by subtracting the result of the fittings discussed above to the time-traces)
are reported in Fig. 4(i)), 4j) for H and V polarization respectively. A sharp feature at 2.33 THz
(corresponding to 77.7 cm−1) is revealed, in agreement with previous Raman studies [34–38]
reporting on a Raman-active 1Ag phonon mode at 77 cm−1. In our data, this phonon feature
is much more pronounced in H polarization (that is, along the a axis) than in the orthogonal
direction. This holds for the whole spectral range explored, hence, we can conclude that the 1Ag
phonon mode at ∼77 cm−1 mainly affects the optical properties along the a-axis [35].

Fig. 4. Spectral profiles for 1T’-MoTe2 at constant time-delays (indicated in Fig. 2(c,d):
a) t=300 fs; b) t=2.5 ps; c) t=12 ps) for the a and b axis. The time-resolved optical
properties here are markedly anisotropic, for all time-delays. In each panel we also show the
difference among H and V signals. Panels d), e) show the time-evolution of the H and V
spectra respectively. After a fast relaxation, the signal reaches a plateau lasting for several
picoseconds. f) The anisotropy of the ∆R/R(hν) signal along the H and V axes induces an
effective rotation of the polarization. We display the rotation as a function of the photon
energy (see main text) at t=300 fs, t=2.5 ps and t=12 ps. g), h) The dynamics at hν=2.36 eV
and hν=1.94 eV are shown, for the a and b axes respectively. Coherent phonon features are
revealed predominantly in the a-axis curves. The black lines are the fit to the data, for the
incoherent part of the signal. i), j) The Fast-Fourier-Transforms of the residuals at hν=2.36
eV show a clear coherent phonon feature at 2.33 THz, ascribed to the 1Ag phonon mode (77
cm−1). A large asymmetry of the coherent phonon effect along the a and b axes is revealed.
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5. Discussion

Measurements collected on the 1T’-MoTe2 polytype prove the importance to measure the
∆R/R(t, hν) signal along both principal dielectric axis in the case of bi-axial crystals, representing
a large number of the possible crystal structures. In our experiment, the time and spectral
dependence of the time-resolved optical properties provides information about the ground-state
electronic structure of the two polytypes: the semiconducting 2H compound displays a relaxation
dynamics of the order 2 ps; the semi-metallic 1T’ compound displays a faster (<500 fs) relaxation
dynamics, and a plateau indicating the heating of the lattice system. In order to investigate more
deeply the origin and the spectral dependence of the ∆R/R signal in 2H-MoTe2, we make use of
a setup for ultra-broadband time-resolved optical spectroscopy, covering the range 0.8-2.7 eV.

Fig. 5 shows the results obtained with this apparatus. The probe polarization is oriented along
the x axis, and the pump fluence is set to 400±50 µJ/cm2. Figure 5(a) displays the ∆R/R(t, hν)
map, revealing a marked modulation consisting of a sequence of very sharp spectral features.
Cuts at constant pump-probe delays (t=300 fs, 3.33 ps, 6.67 ps, 10.0 ps) are reported in Fig. 5(b).
The main spectral features are in agreement with those reported in Fig. 3; on a few-picoseconds
timescale, ∆R/R(hν) assumes more positive values and gets smaller in amplitude. The signal
becomes more pronounced in the infrared spectral range, with a marked peak at ∼1 eV (1200
nm). Figure 5(c) shows a comparison of the spectrum collected at t=300 fs with the result

Fig. 5. a) Time-resolved reflectivity measurements on 2H-MoTe2, as recorded by an
ultra-broadband setup extending the sensitivity to the near-infrared range. The large and
sharp modulations are ascribed to the formation of excitons. b) The ∆R/R(hν) signal
as collected at pump-probe delays t=300 fs, t=3.33 ps, t=6.67 ps, t=10.0 ps, marked
in panel a), is shown. c) The signal at t=300 fs (red curve) is compared to the results
of reflectance contrast measurements (green curve) taken from [39], showing excellent
agreement and demonstrating the possibility to measure simultaneously five exciton features
with an out-of-equilibrium experiment.
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of reflectance contrast measurements reported in [39]. This comparison shows that the sharp
spectral features can be unambiguously associated to transitions of excitonic nature (termed
A, A’, B, B’, C), associated to optical transitions between the top of the valence band and the
bottom of the conduction band at the K point of the Brillouin zone [40]. A very good agreement
between the exciton energies for the three-layer compound studied in [39] and the locations of the
minima of the ∆R/R(hν) signal we measured on a bulk sample is obtained. The results are also in
excellent agreement with the calculations from first principles reported in [40]. Remarkably, the
ultra-broadband probe spectral range of the setup allows us to disclose in a single non-equilibrium
experiment all the five excitonic transitions of 2H-MoTe2. Similar features have been revealed
in a time-resolved absorption experiment on single-layer MoS2 [41]. The transients recorded
across excitonic transitions of single-layer MoS2 share a close spectral dependence of those
we record on the bulk 2H-MoTe2 sample. The intense and negative signal was associated to a
reduced absorption at the excitonic resonance, while the weaker positive signal at slightly lower
photon energy to a red-shifted photoinduced absorption. This sequence repeats at all excitonic
transitions, and was associated to a photoinduced transient bandgap renormalization caused by
the presence of photoexcited carriers [41], that affects simultaneously all of the five excitonic
peaks. With the time resolution of the present experiments, we cannot reveal any difference in
the exciton build-up time.

6. Conclusions

In conclusion, we demonstrated that the possibility to perform simultaneously TR-OS measure-
ments along two principal dielectric axes of biaxial crystalline compounds can provide important
information about the symmetry of their crystal structure. We carried out systematic time-
resolved reflectivity experiments on two polytypes of MoTe2, the semiconducting 2H phase
and the semimetallic 1T’ phase. In the case of the 1T’ structure, marked anisotropies in the
time-resolved optical properties are revealed, as well as in the coherent phonon features. These
results can advance the comprehension of the out-of-equilibrium electronic and lattice dynamics
of anisotropic materials, providing more constraints to data modelling and more solid bases to the
interpretation. The possibility to obtain a photon-energy-dependent rotation of the polarization
direction of the reflected beam could be used to engineer devices capable to rotate the polarization
of a linearly polarized beam on ultrafast timescales. In the case of the 2H semiconducting
structure, an ultra-broadband probe with >1000 nm bandwidth allowed us to evidence spectral
features connected to five excitons, whose energies are in agreement with the result of independent
measurements. In perspective, our setup can find important applications in the study of a wide
class of biaxial crystals or for systems where the anisotropy is emerging as a consequence of
purely electronic effects. One important example is constituted by the electronic nematic phase
[42], in which a compound enters when cooled down below an activation temperature. This effect
is usually associated to a differentiation of the occupation of otherwise degenerate electronic
states. Another application is the study of polarization rotations arising from the valley dynamics
in single-layer transition-metal dichalcogenides. Our approach can find application also for the
study and control of photoinduced phase transitions among different crystal structures. Recent
examples are the ultrafast topological phase transition between Td and the 1T’ structures of
MoTe2 [30] and WTe2 [43], or a reversible phase transition between the 2H and 1T’ structures of
monolayer MoTe2, which has been demonstrated by means of ionic liquid gating [31]. Finally,
our development can find applications for the measurement of spectrally-resolved polarization
rotations, originated by both magnetic and non-magnetic compounds.
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