
edited by

Francesco Casalbordino, Fabiola Cristalli, Francesca Di Fusco, Elvira De Felice, 
Maria Fierro, Mario Galterisi, Sara Riccardi, Giovanna Spinelli

RIVELAZIONI

Research Tools and Methods 
for Exploring the Denied and Invisible Spaces 
of Contemporary Society

Confinamenti →therightSpace← 05

Book of abstracts ofRivelazioni International Conference



DOI: https://doi.org/10.69077/THERIGHTSPACE_05

ISBN 979-12-80884-45-9

First Edition October 2025

© 2025 Cratèra Edizioni

Book design: Cratèra Fucine

All rights reserved. 
No part of this publication may be translated, reproduced, copied or transmitted without the written 
permission of the publisher. 

Cratera Srls
Via Palizzi 125
80127 Napoli, Italia

edited by

Francesco Casalbordino, Fabiola Cristalli, Francesca Di Fusco, Elvira De Felice, 
Maria Fierro, Mario Galterisi, Sara Riccardi, Giovanna Spinelli

RIVELAZIONI

Confinamenti →therightSpace← 05

Scientific Committee 
Marella Santangelo (coordinatrice) 
Ordinario di progettazione architettonica Università degli Studi di Napoli Federico II 
Andrea Borghini 
Ordinario di sociologia generale Università di Pisa
Lucia Castellano
Provveditore Regionale dell’Amministrazione Penitenziaria della Campania
Andrea di Franco
Associato di progettazione architettonica Politecnico di Milano
Mauro Palma 
Presidente del Centro di ricerca European Penological Center, Università Roma 3

Editorial board
Francesco Casalbordino (caporedattore)
Fabiola Cristalli
Francesca Di Fusco
Maria Fierro
Mario Galterisi
Sara Riccardi

Rivelazioni International Conference
Naples, 9-10th October 2025

Scientific Coordinators
Marella Santangelo, Paola Scala

Scientific Committee
Maria Cerreta, Daniela Colafranceschi, Bruna Di Palma, Filippo De Rossi, Paolo Giardiello, 
Fabio Mangone, Marina Rigillo, Michelangelo Russo

Scientific Secreteriat
Francesco Casalbordino, Fabiola Cristalli, Elvira De Felice, Francesca Di Fusco, 
Maria Fierro, Mario Galterisi, Sara Riccardi, Giovanna Spinelli

Research Tools and Methods for Exploring the Denied 
and Invisible Spaces of Contemporary Society

Book of abstracts of
Rivelazioni International Conference
-
University of Naples Federico II
Department of Architecture
October 9-10th 2025



Rivelazioni.
Abstracts from the International Conference
Introduction note by the Scientific Secretariat

T1 – Confinements
edited by Sara Riccardi

Sociology in the Service of Emancipation: 
the contribution of Pierre Bourdieu
Andrea Borghini

Recognising the Complexity of Prison
Simona Canepa

Architectures of Desire
Patrizia Cannas

Life Inside: how do previously incarcerated people perceive architectural 
space in prison and what can we, as architects, learn from this?
Aneira Carter

“Leave no one Behind”: 
a hybrid evaluation approach for a human right-based prison
Maria Cerreta, Francesca Nocca, Maria Somma, Laura Di Tommaso

Deconstructing Detention Spaces through Art. 
The ReverseLab experience at Milan-San Vittore prison
Marianna Frangipane, Chiara Ligi, Gianfranco Orsenigo

12

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

Invisibility is a Resource. The new library at Udine’s prison
Giovanni La Varra, Elizaveta Proca

Geographies of Control: from the material frontier to the virtual borderland
Roberta Manno

Housing and the City: reintegration pathways after incarceration
Filippo Marconi

Theatre in Prison
Chiara Naimoli

Between Prison and the City. The Penitentiary University Hub as a 
transformative opportunity for the 8th Municipality of Naples
Maria Federica Palestino

Presence and Abscence of Spaces designated for the private Excercise 
of Rights to Affectivity and Sexuality for Individuals confined in juvenile 
detention Facilities
Michelangelo Pascali, Anna Marino

Prison and Monument
Pisana Posocco, Marta Acierno

Revealing the invisible Sacred. 
Actions for interreligious Architectures in Places of Detention
Anna Riciputo

T2 – Ecologies
edited by Francesco Casalbordino

Ma l’anima rimane intatta
Daniele Cirelli

Living on the Floodline: 
revealing the invisible narratives of a suburbian district under demolition
Vanessa Fernandez

Marginal Spaces as Infrastructures of Possibility. 
Urban ecologies for an active transition
Mariarita Gagliardi

Ecological Counter-Narratives: the landscapes of non-human zones
Mariarita Gagliardi

35

Contents
22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

36

37

38

39



Natural Regenerate. New post-industrial landscapes for Naples
Vincenzo Gioffrè

Living Opacity: towards a subtle semantics of the post-industrial city
Jacopo Marino

Beyond the decorated Shed
Annamaria Mazza

Against Amnesia: Taranto in the mirror
Vincenzo Moschetti

Going Dark, on the Invisibility of inner Villages and Territories
Adelina Picone

Unveiling the Invisible: 
sustainable strategies for the revitalization of contaminated lands
Carmine Piscopo, Daniela Buonanno

Making Citizenship: gestures, places, and relationships 
for living with abandonment
Ciro Priore

Sinking Grounds: mapping the voided landscape of Acque Albule
Sara Radi Ahmed

Architecture’s silent Complicity: 
granite, radon, and the geographies of mining
Joana Rafael

Data Center. Future trajectories of inaccessible spaces
Claudia Ricciardi

Fragile Topographies. A reading of the mining legacy of Monteponi
Andrea Scalas

Revealing marginal Italy: Hirpinia Station as a dispositive of unveiling
Gennaro Vitolo

T3 – Differences
edited by Mario Galterisi

Opaque Geographies of Desire. Cruising landscapes, queer landscapes
Marco Addona

Counter-Geography of the Sacred. 
Submerged architectures of Islamic worship in contemporary Rome
Michele Astone, Imam Nader Akkad

Within the Womb of the Aqueduct. 
Another overlapping narrative to the palimpsest
Mattia De Bonis

Beyond the Enclosure: historic zoos, Modern Architecture and interspecies 
coexistence. The case of the Naples Zoological Garden
Gianluigi de Martino, Viviana Saitto

The Inversion of the Subject and the Search for Identity
Martina Di Prisco

Persistent Rhetorics and Possible Narratives in the Design of Spaces 
for “Extraordinary People”
Anna Dordolin

Historically Black Colleges and Universities (HBCUs) as Invisible 
Infrastructure
George Epolito, Dean Andrew Chin

Welfare Horizons. Perspectives from the reception 
and integration service (SAI) in the metropolitan area of Naples
Paola Galante, Gilda Berruti, Pasquale De Toro, Lilia Pagano

Spatial Marginalization of Detention Facilities and Accessibility Challenges 
for Users and Families: 
the case of the ‘Pasquale Mandato’ prison in Scampia
Anna Limmatola, Marilisa Botte

Reinhabiting the Margins. The city beyond the prison
Maddalena Rossi

Infantocratic Counter-Geographies: 
spatial production in childhood and the case of Jongensland
Martina Russo

Narratives of Resistance: satire as anti-ableist critique
Matthew Schrage, Andrew Gipe-Lazarou

5740

41

42

43

44

45

46

47

48

49

50

51

58

59

60

61

62

63

64

65

66

67

68

69



T4 – Post-metropolis
edited by Fabiola Cristalli

Invisible Geographies: denied spaces of Napoli Est
Marianna Ascolese

Who’s City? Sit at My Drying Rack: The city of tables and mass turification
Emanuele Borriello

Hostile Cities: the role of resistence in the urban contemporary space
Francesco Giacquinto

On the Potential Within: the great park of Naples historic center
Lorenzo Giordano

Reveal the Sea
Salvatore Daniele Lombardi

Magnesia Revealed. 
Rediscovering and re-inhabiting spaces taken away from the city
Oreste Lubrano

Gardens on the Margins: 
negotiating the meaning of belonging and spatial rights in asylum shelters
Saira Mudakarayil

Forced Space: a human architectural narrative during the Gaza war
Hussein Naim

The Capitol and the Capital: 
a case study of activating citizenship in Chandigarh
Asees Prab

Fragile Bodies in Radical Spaces: imagining the inclusive city
Maddalena Rossi

I, a man, look for the space of Ithaca. 
Sailing in the city of objects of the XXI century
Cristian Sammarco

Para-Urban Sovereignties: 
spatial illegibility and the politics of survival in Karachi
Ayesha Sarfraz, Syed Ahsen Raza Zaidi

From up here the Earth is beautiful, without frontiers or borders
Federica Visconti, Renato Capozzi, Claudia Angarano, Oreste Lubrano

T5 – Heritages
edited by Francesca Di Fusco

Landscapes of the Sacred between the Visible and Invisible
Ottavio Amaro, Marina Tornatora

Invisible Productions: 
systemic strategies of re-signification for inhabiting marginal spaces
Edoardo Amoroso

The social Reuse of Confiscated Assets as a Tool 
for Reclaiming Spaces and Rights
Giorgia Arillotta, Gilda Berruti

Invisible Heritage Between Memory and the Possibility of Revelation
Mariangela Bellomo, Antonella Falotico

The Project as a Process in Transition: 
the case study of the Hotel Pasteur in Rennes
Simona Capaldo

The narrated Asylum: 
the importance of memory for the redevelopment of Sant’Osvaldo
Christina Conti, Alberto Cervesato

Contemporary Mythopoiesis in the Phlegraean Fields: 
from extractive landscape to spaces of emergency
Orsola D’Alessandro, Simone Guarna

Suspended Time for L’ABCI: co-design and site-specific exhibition as a 
trigger for the reactivation process of a confiscated asset
Orfina Fatigato, Carla Langella, Carla Giusti, Giovanna Nichilò, Clarita 
Caliendo, Simona Capaldo

Echoes of the Unseen: stories from Gaza’s hidden spaces
Deema Khaere Ahmed Fojo

Revealing the Invisible Heritage; narration through form: architectural 
composition in the ruins of Paestum
Parastou Mollahosseinali, Seyedamirhossein Nourbakhsh

The Monfalcone Air-raid Shelter Tunnel. From a hidden space to a living 
symbol of memory, resistance, and cultural reappropriation
Alessandro Morgera

75 95

76

77

78

79

80

81

82

83

84

85

86

87

88

96

97

98

99

100

101

102

103

104

105

106



Rural Landscapes and Heritage marginalised in the Modern Age. 
Land reclamation and reform sites between rediscovery, situated knowledge, 
new possible narratives and participatory regeneration practices
Raffaele Pontrandolfi, Francesca Romana Stabile

The denied Karst: new horizons between Italy and Slovenia. War scenarios, 
memory architectures, and perspectives for cross-border cooperation
Franco Stagni, Alessandro Morgera

Confiscated Assets in Transition. 
An operational atlas for the metamorphosis project
Marina Tornatora, Orfina Fatigato, Zelia Tesoriere

T6 – Dispositifs
edited by Maria Fierro

Critical Regionalism as Counter-Cartography: grid, pathway, 
and the re-inscription of denied urban terrains
Andreea-Ioana Calma

This is (not) an Atlas: the field diary as a contemporary device for revealing 
and rewriting the landscape
Maria Cecilia Daniele

2024 DMU Summer Institute Freedom Ride: a journey of unlearning, 
relearning, and design justice
George Epolito, Venesa Alicea-Chuqui, Victor Zagabe

The “Remainder” of the architectural Survey. 
Two explorations in the design studio
Magda Iulia Juravlea

On a summer afternoon, under the shade of the shadow of the trees. 
Giorgio Lana

Site-specific Art in residual Places: 
a revelatory process and a transformative tool
Agnese Landolfo

Embodied Revelations: affects and sonic landscapes of the unspoken city
Roberta Manno

Temporary Revelations: ephemeral practices as urban seismographs
Maria Masi

Night Space. Visions and projects ‘in the dark’
Laura Mucciolo, Vincenzo Moschetti

Architecture – What History? 
Rethinking History as a Tool for Building Equality
Marialuisa Palumbo

Transitioning Ground – A Practice‑Led Methodology for Site‑Specific 
Sustainable Installations
Davide Ronco

Crossing to Know. 
Photography as a method of insight in transitional territories
Francesco Stefano Sammarco

Landscapes on the Edge. Ecological strategies of resistance
Martina Solli

115

107

108

109

116

117

118

119

120

121

122

123

124

125

126

127

128



Confinamenti therightSpace Rivelazioni62 63

“Both the doctor and the architect must provide a response that meets the 
needs of the oppressed rather than those of the dominant logic […] one emerges 
from the enclosed place in which man could only be an object, while man, on the 
contrary, expresses himself as a subject.” With these words, Franco Basaglia es-
tablishes a radical paradigm shift: the person affected by psychological distress is 
no longer the object of treatment, but the active subject of their own care.

This reversal is also reflected in psychiatric architecture, which, starting 
from the 1950s, progressively abandons the institutional logic to explore new 
spatial modalities that foster expression, dignity, and relationships. The environ-
ment thus takes on an essential therapeutic role, influencing physical, psycholog-
ical, and social well-being. Architects and psychiatrists begin to design flexible 
and non-hierarchical spaces that adapt to the needs of the individual.

However, architecture, by its very nature, is more rigid than care practices, 
risks reproducing exclusionary forms if not accompanied by a profound change in 
the doctor-patient relationship. In recent decades, neuroscience and architecture 
have initiated a dialogue in which approaches such as Healing Environment and 
Evidence-Based Design demonstrate the positive impact of natural light, privacy, 
nature, aesthetics, and orientation on the patient’s experience, proving that space 
can itself be “care” when conceived as a sensory and social experience.

It is within this framework that the author’s doctoral research is situat-
ed, aiming to reformulate the dialogue between care, memory, and the narration 
of mental health through the evolution of architectural spaces. Conducted with 
an interdisciplinary approach, the study combined theoretical analysis and field 
observation, exploring the educational, symbolic, and inclusive value of spaces of 
care. In particular, emphasis is placed on the concept of the “threshold” as a re-
lational space, capable of connecting separate worlds and generating transitions 
between exclusion and belonging, between illness and participation. From this 
perspective, architecture becomes an active tool in the therapeutic and social pro-
cess, restoring to the subject the possibility of inhabiting a space in which they 
can recognize themselves.

Martina Di Prisco
-
Università degli Studi di Trieste – Dipartimento di Ingegneria e Architettura
martinadiprisco@gmail.com 
-
keywords: architecture and mental health, threshold, care, memory, and narration 

The Inversion of the Subject and the Search for Identity 

The UN Committee on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities has ex-
pressed deep concern about “the trend towards re-institutionalization of persons 
with disabilities and the lack of reallocating resources from residential institu-
tions to promoting and ensuring access to independent living within the commu-
nity” (2016).

The doctoral thesis Atypical, Self-determined, Interdependent People. 
Possible Housing Options for Extraordinary People investigates the dilemma be-
tween the ideal of autonomy and the inherent tension towards interdependence 
in the design of living environments for neurodivergent people, including con-
ditions such as autism, Alzheimer’s disease, and intellectual impairments. The 
research examines historical, modern, and contemporary places in which per-
sons with disabilities have been contained, assisted, or forced to dwell. In these 
“invisible asylums” architecture embodies educational and communal ideologies 
for the so-called “unproductive”. The proposal is to include within the “geogra-
phies of marginalization” the numerous “forced stays” (Tarantino 2024) imposed 
on many “extraordinary people”. It further calls for renewed engagement of de-
sign disciplines, recognizing architecture’s role in shaping spaces and narratives 
that challenge persistent rhetorics and open new possibilities. An Inventory of 
Projects provides a historical and cross-national mapping of architectures for 
the collective dwelling of persons with intellectual disabilities. An Inventory of 
Words juxtaposes contemporary terms with older expressions such as “institute” 
or “feeble-minded”, sometimes erased only from language but not from practice. 
Words and projects together underscore the persistent scarcity of vocabulary to 
describe, without normalizing, diverse subjectivities, and a corresponding pov-
erty of spaces capable of welcoming, without negating, the multiple ways of being 
and inhabiting. The image documents, by contrast, an invention of possibilities: 
the project SON Cascina San Carlo in Milan, designed by Stefano Tropea (b22 ar-
chitettura) with Carlo Venegoni.

Anna Dordolin
-
Università degli Studi di Trieste – Dipartimento di Ingegneria e Architettura
a.dordolin@gmail.com 
-
keywords: disability, neurodivergence, residential spaces 

Persistent Rhetorics and Possible Narratives in the Design of Spaces for 
“Extraordinary People” 



This volume collects abstracts of contributions presented at the 
international conference “RIVELAZIONI. Research Tools and Methods 
for Exploring the Denied and Invisible Spaces of Contemporary Society”, 
organized in October 2025 by the RiSP (FRA 2022) research group of 
the Department of Architecture at the University of Naples Federico 
II. RIVELAZIONI brought together scholars from diverse fields – 
architecture, urban planning, sociology, geography, art, law, postcolonial 
and environmental studies – to reflect on the methods and tools capable 
of making these places visible, comprehensible, and transformable.
Through theoretical contributions, design experiments, and research 
practices, the book composes a mosaic of perspectives on spatial justice 
and the relationships between space, power, and rights. Each abstract is a 
small revelation, a fragment of the world that unlocks new possibilities for 
knowledge and transformation.
RIVELAZIONI is both an investigation and a political gesture: an 
invitation to investigate the interstices of the visible, to reconsider the role 
of design as a critical tool, and to restore space, voice, and form to what 
contemporary reality tends to hide.
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