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SERENA BALDIN, SARA DE VIDO

Introduction

This book concludes the project entitled “Environmental Sustainability in 

Europe: A Socio-Legal Perspective” (2017/2020) coordinated by prof. Serena 

Baldin of the University of Trieste (Italy) and co-funded by the European Union 

through the Actions Jean Monnet Modules. The aim is to collect contributions 

on the topics that have been tackled during the three-year project and to offer a 

reflection on new paradigms in law, sociology and economics related to the pro-

tection of the environment, with specific regard to sustainable development. 

Sustainability is a concept that finds its way these days in the majority of le-

gal instruments, both binding and non-binding, at the international, regional, 

and national levels. Owing to its vagueness and its abusive use, the idea of sus-

tainability is too often taken for granted and not appropriately analysed. To the 

contrary, sustainability must be object of continuous studies and research from 

an interdisciplinary point of view, in order to grasp the complexities and the 

current challenges in the so-called Environmental Governance. Environmental 

Governance, according to the definition of the United Nations Development 

Programme, comprises the rules, practices, policies and institutions that shape 

how humans interact with the environment. The European Commission has de-

veloped an assessment framework for environmental governance covering the 
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ter aims to answer the question whether the EU regime on access to documents 

and information in environmental matters is genuinely democratic or not.

Yumiko Nakanishi develops the concept of environmental democracy in the 

specific context of the Economic Partnership Agreement between the EU and 

Japan, which has recently entered into force. She investigates the treaty with a 

focus on civil society and how the latter influenced the adoption of the agree-

ment. Her chapter also deals with the question of how the agreement can influ-

ence non-governmental organisations and the civil society of Japan in the future.

Emilia Pellegrini reflects on the European strategy to address the growing 

concerns regarding water resources protection and flood risk management 

is centred on the so-called Integrated River Basin Management. The European 

Water Framework Directive, first, and then the Flood Directive recognise the 

river basin as the appropriate spatial scale to improve the quality of water re-

sources and to enhance the capacity of flood risk management. Moreover, both 

directives promote the active involvement of civil society in the elaboration of 

river basin plans. In so doing, both directives represent an outstanding attempt 

to institutionalise the Integrated River Basin Management approach throughout 

European countries.

The chapter authored by Stefania Troiano regards payments for ecosystem 

services. They are considered as a tool to avoid risks owing to unsustainable use 

of water resources. Since abuse of natural capital persists because the full value of 

the benefits it produces is reflected neither in private nor in public decision-mak-

ing processes, the role of citizens is fundamental. In this perspective, to encour-

age and support more sustainable behaviours, the promotion of Market-Based 

Instruments and, in particular, the Payments for Ecosystem Services schemes 

seems to be useful.

Moreno Zago investigates how the European Union have tried to reconcile 

sustainability with the growth of tourism and the management of overtourism 

in urban contexts and fragile areas. He deals with the problem of elaborating the 

meaning of landscape and how it should be experienced and proposed by com-

munities, pointing out the importance of the concept of social eco-compatibility 

that enhances both residents and the expressions of of their local culture as well 

as the natural resources.


